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Introduction 
1. This Consultation Statement has been prepared to fulfil the legal obligations of the 

Neighbourhood Planning Regulations in accordance with the Localism Act 2011 for 
Willington Neighbourhood Plan. The legal basis of the statement is provided by Section 
15(2) of Part 5 of the 2012 Neighbourhood Planning Regulations which states that a 
consultation statement should: 

a) Contain details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the 
proposed Neighbourhood Plan; 

b) Explain how they were consulted; 

c) Summarise the main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted; 

d) Describe how those issues and concerns have been considered and, where 
relevant, addressed in the proposed Neighbourhood Plan 

2. Local planning issues … .  
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Pre- Regulation 14 Consultation  
3. The decision to prepare a Neighbourhood Development Plan evolved during 2018. Earlier 

parish consultations had already established community concern regarding the impact of 
future development on traffic congestion, the erosion of village character, flooding and 
school provision, so the support for council action had already been established. 

4. An application to designate the parish as a neighbourhood plan area was submitted 
following public consultation and an open forum meeting in February 2019 which was 
attended by 120 people. Residents agreed to the principle of preparing a NDP and offered 
support in its preparation. Two sessions were held to accommodate members of the 
community.  The presentations took the form of a PowerPoint presentation (led by three 
NDP team members) along with a question and answer session and the opportunity to 
leave comments on issues for consideration. 

 

Photo of 2019 village hall initial event 

Posters and flyers for the initial event 
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5. Steered by the Parish Council, some 40+ residents volunteered to form discussion groups 
to identify the issues, challenges, wants, needs and desires for Willington in the next 15+ 
years.  

6. A more targeted event was held in May 2019, at the village hall inviting those who had 
already expressed an interest in engaging with the plan process for further discussion. The 
meeting was attended by 25 members of the public along with members of the NDP Group 
and comprised a review of the February presentation. Group discussions were on the 
broad topic issues already raised to identify which issues were NDP focused and which 
were normal Parish Council / District Council management issues. 

 

Launch event May 2019 
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Launch event May 2019 

7. Shortly after this, an application was made to South Derbyshire for the designation of 
Willington Parish as a neighbourhood development area and there were focus group 
meetings in September, November 2019 and January and February 2020. The call for 
sites in 2020, SDDCs Local Plan Part 1 Review and the proposal for the development of 
Axis 50 (a logistics centre based around the A50/A38 junction) focused the parish council 
on seeking to influence planning thinking for the village and the wider parish. 

8. Group discussions with the community focused on a range of issues, developing a vision 
for the village as a “ thriving, safe and friendly village, where people can live work and play.  
Thus a questionnaire was developed to seek community views on a range of issues and 
test out the conclusions arising from the current discussion. 



Consultation Statement 8 

 

Advert in the village newsletter about the work on the neighbourhood plan 

9. Covid interrupted the work but picked up again with a survey of all residents in Willington 
in 2021. A two pronged approach was adopted, a paper based questionnaire that would 
be posted through every door in the village and an on line version (accessible by QR code) 
which mirrored the printed version. The public were encouraged to complete the 
questionnaire (preferably on line) which presented a range of issues asking the public 
whether or not they agreed or otherwise with statements such as the “need for new 
housing”, the “importance of good design” etc. The questionnaire was promoted through 
adverts around the village, local facebook groups and via the village newsletter.  Copies 
were also available at the post office, shops and doctor’s surgery with collection boxes for 
completed questionnaires at each. 

10. The questionnaire was launched on September 30th 2021, followed by an event at the 
village hall encouraging people to drop in and discuss the issues and complete the 
questionnaire. This was followed by a second, towards the end of the consultation period 
to ensure that the  community had been reminded of the questionnaire and its importance 
to the future growth of the village. 

11. Approximately one third of household completed either the paper or online survey which 
provided some valuable insight into the thought of residents.  
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12. The findings were presented in the village news in 2022, see below,  and formed the basis 
for the scope of the neighbourhood plan. 
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13. The community were provided with regular progress updates in the village newsletter (see 

Appendix B). 
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Regulation 14 Consultation 
14. The Regulation 14 consultation ran from 27th July until 20th September 2024, this was an 

8 week period to take account of the summer holidays.  

Consultation with the local community  
15. A range of methods were used to engage the local community with an online survey 

available on the PC web site and two drop-in sessions held during the 8 week consultation 
period.  
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16. Responses could be provided via a consultation response form on the website, or by filling 
in the survey form at the drop in.  

17. There were 86 respondents – comments were grouped by theme and responses 
considered by the NPG and the WNP was amended where the comment provided 
additional information or raised an issue that required clarification. Analysis of all residents’ 
comments is available at https://www.willingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/neighbourhood-
development-plan  

18. Table 1 below shows the residents’ responses to the various policies or sections of the 
WNP. There was an overall very positive response to the WNP. 

  

https://www.willingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/neighbourhood-development-plan
https://www.willingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/neighbourhood-development-plan
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Table 1 Residents’ Comments on the Pre-Submission Draft 
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19. Note only 4 statements out of 20 had less then 80% support, these were 15.1, 16.1, 18.1 
19.1. Detailed analysis shows that for these 4 statements, 20% of responses were ‘don’t 
know’ and not ‘disagree’.   

Statutory Consultees and other organisations 
20. SDDC provided a comprehensive list of statutory consultees who were emailed seeking a 

response to the Pre-Submission WNP. This list of statutory consultees is at Appendix A. 

21. Below are the written responses from the statutory consultees along with the NPG 
comment and indicating if and how the Plan was consequently amended. 

South Derbyshire District Council  

Section of 
the Plan 

Comments NPG Comments Amendments 
Made 

Policy 1 (3) 
Infill 
development 

Reference to infill 
development outside the 
settlement boundary needs 
to be aligned with SDDC 
policy BNE5 

Amended Y 
 

Policy 2 (5) 
iii 
Achieving 
well 
designed 
places 

It may not be viable for all 
major development to 
achieve pedestrian/cycle 
links 

‘where viable’ added  Y 

Policy 3 
Protecting 
Landscape 
Character 

Acknowledged that does not 
stop development but policy 
refers to landscape 
character and sensitivity but 
does not set out what the 

Descriptions to justify the 
key views are provided with 
the photos at appendix B. 
The descriptions have been 
expanded to provide more 
detail.  
 

Y 
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Section of 
the Plan 

Comments NPG Comments Amendments 
Made 

landscape character of each 
key view is.  

Significant Green Areas 
queries evidence used and 
suggests itis insufficient  

The NPG does not have 
access to funds to 
commission separate 
landscape character studies 
but the evidence is drawn 
from DCCs LCA, the 
AECOM Design Code for 
the Parish and local 
knowledge. The policy 
seeks to provide clarity on 
the areas of open 
countryside that would be 
sensitive to development 
because their undeveloped 
character contributes to the 
rural character of Willington 
Parish. 
Text amended at para 100 
to reflect comments from 
SDDC on the Findern NP as 
well.  
 
This approach has been 
followed and successfully 
examined in numerous 
neighbourhood plans across 
multiple local planning 
authorities for example see 
Scopwick and Kirkby Green 
NP in North Kesteven DC, 
Shirland and Higham, in 
North East Derbyshire DC, 
Bottesford NP in Melton BC,  
Misterton Review NP in 
Bassetlaw DC.  
The approach seeks to 
demonstrate those parts of 
the parish that have 
landscape significance, to 
provide additional local 
information. Where the 
significant green areas are 
in the settlement boundary 
they are open green spaces 
that reflect the rural 
character of the wider area. 
Section 12 provides a 
detailed explanation of this 
and concise locally gathered 
information to provide a 
better understanding of the 
landscape around the 

 
Y 
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Section of 
the Plan 

Comments NPG Comments Amendments 
Made 

parish, to help inform future 
decisions. The community 
saw this as a way of 
ensuring SDDC took the 
sense of openness of these 
spaces into account when 
deciding future applications. 
The NPG have amended 
the Significant Green Areas 
north of the railway line to 
identify the areas as having 
medium and high landscape 
sensitivity. 

Policy 6 
Protecting 
and 
Enhancing 
Heritage 
Assets 

There should be clear 
evidence provided to justify 
local listing.  

Additional information has 
been provided at Appendix 
E using the criteria from 
Historic England at 
Appendix D. There has 
been liaison with the 
conservation officer at 
SDDC.  

Y 

Policy 7a 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Flood risk 
assessment 
and 
infrastructure 
requirement  

The proposed wording of 
policy 7a goes beyond the 
requirements of Policy H1 
with respect to development 
being contiguous with the 
development boundary – 
contiguous is not a word 
used regularly in policy.  

Not all applications will 
require flood risk 
assessment SDDC accord 
with NPF requirements. 

Not all developments 
require the provision of local 
infrastructure.  

Amended to reflect SDDC 
policy  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Policy wording amended 

Y 

Policy 7b 
Housing Mix  

Policy goes beyond 
requirements of H20 and 
SDDC suggest reference to 
Local Housing Needs 
Assessment.  

The Local Housing Needs 
Assessment document 
provides evidence to 
support a higher standard 
for accessible and 
adaptable and wheelchair 
user homes, this standard is 
applied in the draft LPP 1 
Review H20 and the 
evidence is used in this 
amended policy.   
 

Y 
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Section of 
the Plan 

Comments NPG Comments Amendments 
Made 

Comparison with housing 
mix in LHNA provided.  

Para 172 Wording makes it unclear 
Confusion as to whether 
sites are being allocated  

 

Amended – no sites are 
allocated in the WNP.  
 
 
 

Y 

Policy 13 
Mercia 
Marina 

Clarity is sought on whether 
development is required to 
meet all criteria and not 
possible to ask for 
pedestrian access 
improvements for all 
applications at the marina.  

Wording of criteria 3 and 4 
merged with criteria 1. 
Criteria 5 amended.  

Y 

Comments 
on the 
design code  

 This was produced by urban 
designers with local input. 
The comments are useful 
and have been noted. The 
Design Code is used to 
inform the WNP but it is not 
part of the NP examination.  

N 

 
 
Derbyshire County Council 
 

Section of 
the Plan 

Comments NPG Comments Amendments 
Made 

Overall  Comprehensive and well 
thought through 

Noted   
 

Community 
Objective 8  

Suggest this includes 
reference to retro fit to achieve 
net zero  

Agreed and amended  Y 

Policy 7b Ref should be to policy 7b not 
policy 7a in criteria 2  

Agreed and amended   Y 
 

Policy 7d 
Affordability   

NPPF has been updated no 
longer prescribed first homes 
split  

Policy 7d updated to reflect 
NPPF  

Y 

Para 179  Peacehaven Estate is in 
Willington Primary catchment  

Amended text, some children 
did get in to Willington school 
but some did not, it depends 
on age of children and capacity 
of that year group.  

 

Para 180 Says that this does not reflect 
DCC policy and that the S106 
planning contributions from 
the Peacehaven development 

Children do not get automatic 
places at Willington Primary 
School it depends on the age 
of the child.  

Y 
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Section of 
the Plan 

Comments NPG Comments Amendments 
Made 

was paid to DCC to expand 
provision at Willington Primary 
school  

Policy 8 
Protecting 
and 
Enhancing 
Community 
Facilities  

Error in ref to policy 9 should 
be policy 8  

Amended  Y 

Policy 11 
extending 
footpaths 
and cycle 
routes  

Welcomes this policy but could 
add ref to Derbyshire key cycle 
network and local cycle 
network.  

Wording added to text and 
policy 

Y 

Section on 
renewable 
energy  

Well thought through Noted  NA 

Para 215 
and 216  

Ref to storage suggested Amended  Y 

Policy 12 
 

Refer to support for installation 
and storage of renewable 
energy  

Agree this is an important 
issue  

Y 

Aspiration 
1 

Add role of former power 
station for renewable energy 
storage  

Amended Y 

Appendix A  Information provided on 
likelihood of second station 
(inconceivable), increase 
frequency on cross country 
service and bus route  

Information added Y 

 
 
National Gas Transmission 

Section of 
the Plan 

Comments NPG Comments Amendments 
Made 

 No specific comment to make   
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National Grid  

Comments NPG 
comments 

Amendments 
Made 

The following assets are in the neighbourhood area 

  

 

Map provided for reference see below  

Noted the 
NP does 
not 
propose 
anything 
that would 
conflict 
with this 
use 

NA 
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Natural England 
Section of 
the Plan 

Comments NPG 
Comments 

Amendments 
Made 

General No specific comments to make Noted  NA 

 
Coal Authority  

Section of 
the Plan 

Comments NPG 
Comments 

Amendments 
Made 

General  No specific comments to make – area not 
within a defined coalfield  

Noted  NA 

 
Historic England  

Section of 
the Plan 

Comments NPG 
Comments 

Amendments 
Made 

General  If you have not already done so, we would 
recommend that you speak to the planning and 
conservation team at your local planning 
authority together with the staff at the county 
council archaeological advisory service who 
look after the Historic Environment Record. 
They should be able to provide details of the 
designated heritage assets in the area together 
with locally-important buildings, archaeological 
remains and landscapes. Some Historic 
Environment Records may also be available on-
line via the Heritage Gateway 
(www.heritagegateway.org.uk). It may also be 
useful to involve local voluntary groups such as 
the local Civic Society or local historic groups in 
the production of your Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

Noted the 
NPG have met 
with SDDCs 
conservation 
officer and 
sought 
guidance, 
reference has 
also been 
made to the 
Historic 
Environment 
Record  

NA 

 
Sports England 

Section of 
the Plan 

Comments NPG 
Comments 

Amendments 
Made 

General  No specific comments to make  Noted  NA 

 
 
Repton Parish Council 
 Section of 
the Plan 

Comments NPG 
Comments 

Amendments 
Made 

General  No specific comments to make  Noted  NA 
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Etwall Parish Council  
Section of 
the Plan 

Comments NPG 
Comments 

Amendments 
Made 

Para 139  Reference to the Freeport - provided more 
information on how Etwall PC are considering 
this matter in their NP – they will encourage use 
of rail for freight and public transport for 
workers and will push for access to the Freeport 
to be from the A50/A38 roundabout   

Noted  NA 

Para 213 Endorses Willington’s approach to establish 
pedestrian/cycleway between Willington and 
Etwall  

Noted NA 

 
 
National Highways  

Section of 
the Plan 

Comments NPG 
Comments 

Amendments 
Made 

General  The Neighbourhood Development area is 
bounded to the North and West by the A50 
trunk road and the A38 trunk road. 
We have reviewed the draft Neighbourhood 
Plan and note that it does not propose any 
new development sites beyond those already 
identified in the South Derbyshire Local 
Plan.  
We appreciate the emphasis placed on Section 
20, "Getting Around," in relation to 
Objective 7 of the Neighbourhood Plan. 
Specifically, the proposed enhancements to 
cycling and walking infrastructure and the 
initiatives aimed at promoting active travel 
within the area. These improvements align with 
the broader goals of creating healthier, 
more sustainable communities through 
increased physical activity and reduced reliance 
on cars. 
 

Noted  NA 
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Appendix A Contact List of Statutory Consultees 
 

MP  heather.wheeler.mp@parliament.uk  

Neighbouring Parish Council  Twyford and Stenson    
 clerk@findernparishcouncil.org  
 CLERK@REPTON-PC.GOV.UK  
 ronparker0401@gmail.com  
 Egginton.pc@gmail.com  
 etwallparishcouncil@gmail.com  
 Clerk@burnastonparish.co.uk  
Derbyshire County Council  planningpolicy@derbyshire.gov.uk  
The Coal Authority  planningconsultation@coal.gov.uk 

The Homes and Community Agency  enquiries@homesengland.gov.uk  
Natural England  consultations@naturalengland.org.uk 

Environment Agency  
planning.trentside@environment-
agency.gov.uk 

Historic England  e-midlands@HistoricEngland.org.uk 

Network Rail townplanning.lne@networkrail.co.uk 

Highways England  planningm@nationalhighways.co.uk  

Western Power  jlockett@westernpower.co.uk  
Severn Trent  growth.development@severntrent.co.uk 

Severn Trent  Paul.Hurcombe@severntrent.co.uk 

Centrica (Energy )  responsibility@centrica.com  
Three Mobile  jane.evans@three.co.uk  
Vodafone and O2 Mobile  EMF.Enquiries@ctil.co.uk  
Derby and Derbyshire Integrated Care Board  ddicb.estatesenquiries@nhs.net   
South Staffs Water  kenmcdonald@south-staffs-water.co.uk 

Avison Young (National grid )  nationalgrid.uk@avisonyoung.com 

National Grid  plantprotection@cadentgas.com  
Severn Trent  Planning.APEast@severntrent.co.uk 

Historic England  e-midlands@HistoricEngland.org.uk 

Sport England  Planning.central@sportengland.org 

South Derbyshire CVS  info@sdcvs.org.uk   
Primary Care Network Willington GP surgery  sam.harper6@nhs.net   
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Appendix B Newsletters Advising of Progress 
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