Community Governance Review – Frequently Asked Questions
1. What is a Community Governance Review?

A Community Governance Review is the legal process undertaken by a Council involving consultation with local electors and other interested parties on potential changes within their area. This includes changes such as creating new parishes, setting up or abolishing parish councils or changing their boundaries or electoral arrangements. 

2. Why is the District Council doing a Community Governance Review now? 

The District Council is anticipating the likely effect of Local Government Reorganisation in Derbyshire which might result in the abolition of the District and County Councils in 2028.  This reorganisation was initiated by the Government and decisions on it are currently expected in July 2026.  If reorganisation happens, the District and County Councils will be replaced by a larger Unitary Council which will represent a much bigger geographic area. A new Unitary Council is likely to have a more strategic focus and will represent many more communities. It might have different priorities and budget pressures. In these circumstances, the effective representation of local views is likely to be increasingly important. Only some areas of South Derbyshire have established town or parish councils to voice community concerns. The urban areas identified in question 3 below are not currently parished and so would not have the same level of local representation as that which is available in rural areas. 

In carrying out the Review, the Council aims to ensure that decisions affecting community governance within the area of the review reflect the identities and interests of the community and are both effective and convenient.  
 
3. Which areas are affected by the Review?

Polling Districts in Unparished Areas:

Church Gresley (CGA, CGB, CGC & CGD) 
Midway (MWA, MWB & MWC)
Newhall (NSA, NSB, NSC, NSD & NSE) 
Swadlincote (SWA, SWB, SWC, SWD, SWE & SWF)
Woodville (WVE)

See Map for Unparished Areas. 

The Review will also consider the existing local governance arrangements in polling district LTA which is currently represented by Castle Gresley Parish Council. See Map for Castle Gresley Parish.  

Castle Gresley Parish Council is included within the Review because it did not have the minimum number of Councillors required for meetings to be held.  Accordingly, the District Council had to appoint Councillors so that meetings were quorate. In particular, the Review will consider the future sustainability of the Parish Council and Castle Gresley’s boundary with the adjoining unparished urban areas.     

You can see where the polling districts are located by clicking onto the link to access maps. Additional maps (which show more background detail) can be viewed on the Council’s Community Governance webpage.

4. What is a parish council?
They can provide a variety of services, such as: 
· allotments, parks and open spaces
· bus shelters and community transport schemes
· community centres and leisure facilities
· crime reduction and community safety measures
· festivals, celebrations and tourism activities
· litter bins, street lighting and street cleaning. 
Read more about the role of parish and town councils from the National Association of Local Councils.
5. How are parish councils funded? 

Parish Councils may collect money from local Council Tax payers in their area (via the District Council or subsequent Unitary Authority) known as a “precept”. This is a separate charge which is added to and collected along with your existing Council Tax. The amount is usually shown as a separate line on your Council Tax bill. These precept monies have to be used to invest in the area to improve local services or facilities. 

As the precept will depend on the size of the parish council, the services it provides and the number of properties across which it is spread, it is not possible to say how much a precept would be for an area that does not currently have a parish council. Any new parish council would be able to set its own precept level. A list of the Parish Precepts and Levies charged in South Derbyshire’s existing parishes in 2025/26 is set out at Appendix C of the Terms of Reference. 

Pages 8 and 9 of the Terms of Reference for this Community Governance Review provide a detailed example of the precept raised by Melbourne Town Council (the only current Town Council in South Derbyshire) of £114,243 for 2025/26. Council tax payers pay a different contribution for the year depending on the Council tax band of the property in which they live.

The March 2021 Census shows that Melbourne had a population of 5,538 and 2,468 properties. In summary, The Town Council provides a cemetery and public toilets, manages events and awards, runs local projects, provides grounds maintenance and highway related services and recreation areas, including a summer holiday activity programme. It pays for litter bins, defibrillators, signage, grit bins, planters, CCTV, Noticeboards and war memorial related costs.
In reaching final recommendations on the Review, the District Council would aim to ensure that any new parishes agreed as a result of this Review should be viable and that the precept should enable them to promote the well-being of their residents and contribute to the provision of services for their areas.
6. What are the benefits of having a parish or town council? 
Having a parish or town council can significantly benefit a community by enhancing local representation, improving services, and fostering development. 
Some of the benefits of having a parish or town council include: 
· Community representation - they give residents a stronger voice in local affairs, ensuring their needs and preferences are directly addressed
· Focused development - they can drive community projects and initiatives tailored to local needs, such as environmental conservation or youth programmes
· Economic advantages - they can attract funding and grants unavailable to larger councils. They can also promote local businesses through initiatives and events, boosting the local economy
· Improved quality of life - they can work on projects that enhance the quality of life, such as creating green spaces, supporting local sports teams, and organising cultural events
· Greater accountability - they are closer to their residents, leading to more accountability and transparency in decision-making. 
7. Do parish or town councillors receive an allowance? 
No, parish and town councillors are not usually paid an allowance but may incur costs which can be reimbursed. 
8. How many councillors would there be on any new parish or town council? 
The exact number of councillors that would be elected to any new parish or town council is not yet known. If it is recommended that a new council(s) is created, further details on the number of councillors will be set out in the draft recommendations published later this year. 
The legal minimum number of councillors is five. The National Association of Local Councils (NALC) suggests the practical minimum should be seven for an electorate of up to 900. NALC suggests the maximum number of councillors should be 25 for an electorate of 23,000 and above.
9. Do town or parish councils have employees?
Yes, a town or parish council generally have employees to manage and deliver services. A parish council generally has a clerk to advise councillors and carry out administrative functions. Larger parish or town councils can have town council managers. Parish and town councils can employee other staff to help deliver services. 
 
10. What are the Terms of Reference for a Community Governance Review?  

The Terms of Reference provide detailed additional information including relevant electoral data and set out the way in which this Community Governance Review will be conducted. The Review Timetable and maps are included. The Terms of References and the appendices can be viewed here. 


11. What is the Timetable for the Review? 

The timetable sets out key dates and deadlines in relation to the different stages of the Review process and can be viewed here.

12. What are the key questions for local electors in the urban unparished areas (Church Gresley, Newhall, Swadlincote and parts of Midway (polling districts MWA, MWB & MWC) and Woodville (polling district WVE)?

· Would you like to see a parish council set up to represent your area?
· If yes, what do you think it should be named?
· If yes, should it be styled as a “parish” council or something else e.g. “community,” “neighbourhood” or “village”?
· What area or boundaries should it be based on to reflect the local community? E.g. existing polling district boundaries, a combination of existing polling district boundaries, other easily identifiable features on the ground such as roads, rivers, railway lines etc.
· How many parish councillors should there be to represent the area?
· Do you think that the area should be sub-divided into parish wards to reflect the local community?
· If yes, what do you think that the parish wards should be named?

The Review will examine the implementation dates and electoral arrangements that should apply in the identified unparished areas. 

13. What are the key questions for local electors in the existing Parish Council area of Castle Gresley?
· Should Castle Gresley Parish Council continue to represent your community?
· If no, would you like to see Castle Gresley represented as part of a larger, neighbouring parish council? For examples, if Castle Gresley could become a ward within a parish council for Church Gresley or Newhall?
· Do you think that the existing area of Castle Gresley Parish should be altered or retained?
· If you think that the current area of Castle Gresley Parish should be altered, please explain how you think the boundaries should be amended and why?
· If you think that Castle Gresley Parish Council should continue to represent your community, do you think that the Council’s name should be changed? If yes, please also indicate the name that you would choose.
· If you think that Castle Gresley Parish Council should continue to represent your community: 
(a) should it continue to be styled as a “parish” council or something else e.g. “community,” “neighbourhood” or “village”?
(b) how many parish councillors should there be to represent the area?
(c) should the area be sub-divided into parish wards to reflect the local community and if so, what should the parish wards be named?

The Review will examine the implementation dates and electoral arrangements that should apply in the parished area of Castle Gresley.



14. How was I notified about the Community Governance Review consultation in my area? 
The District Council’s Legal and Democratic Services Team sent consultation letters to local electors in the affected areas at the beginning of November 2025. Consultation letters were also sent to other interested parties such as local councillors, neighbouring parish councils, the County Council, the MP, other neighbouring principal authorities, area forums operating in the area as well as any other person or body which appeared to the District Council to have an interest in the Review. 
15. I haven’t received a consultation letter or I can’t find it, what should I do to take part? 
If you are a local elector in the Review area, please email  democraticservices@southderbyshire.gov.uk or contact us by telephone on 01283 595722 or 01283 595848 to request a consultation letter for your area. 
Alternatively, you can use the following QR Codes to take part in the consultation process:
Regarding the Review in Church Gresley, Newhall, Swadlincote, Midway (polling districts MWA, MWB & MWC) or Woodville (polling district WVE):
[image: ]
Regarding the Review in Castle Gresley Parish:
[image: ]

Please make sure that your response is received by the District Council no later than Monday, 26 January 2026.   
16. What happens next? 
Between 27 January and 19 February 2026, the District Council will analyse the consultation responses to understand local views. In each polling district area where more than 5% of local electors have supported a particular outcome, an assessment will be undertaken against Government Guidance and statutory criteria. The assessment tests whether the proposed outcome can provide governance arrangements which are in the interests and which reflect the identities of the community in the area and which would provide effective and convenient local governance for electors.  If so, a suitable draft recommendation can be prepared for consideration by a meeting of the District Council on 26 February 2026. If supported by the Council meeting, this will then be the subject of a further round of consultation with local electors and interested parties before any final recommendations can be made.  A community governance review process generally takes up to one year to complete, and any final outcome is not likely to be implemented until April 2027.   
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