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1 [bookmark: _Toc216259235]Purpose

Under the Environment Act 2021 (amending previous legislation such as the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 / “NERC Act”), public authorities in England — including local authorities (excluding parish councils) and local planning authorities — have a legal duty to conserve and enhance biodiversity when exercising their functions.  
This “biodiversity duty” is not just about avoiding harm: authorities must consider what actions they can properly take, set policies and objectives, and then take action consistent with those objectives to further biodiversity.  The biodiversity report must be written in accordance with the Section 40A amendment of the Environment Act 2021, and the “Reporting your biodiversity duty actions” guidance provided by DEFRA
Authorities also need to review and update their policies and actions periodically. 
The first full reporting period must end no later than 1 January 2026. Subsequent reporting periods must end within 5 years of the previous one.  
This biodiversity duty report is a publicly-available document summarising how South Derbyshire District Council has met and plans to meet its biodiversity duty. It provides

•	Transparency and Accountability: The report shows the public — residents, stakeholders, other organisations — what the council is doing (or plans to do) to support biodiversity. It helps ensure the authority is fulfilling its statutory duty.  
•	Demonstrates Action and Progress: It summarises actions taken (or planned) to conserve, restore or enhance species and habitats; any gains achieved; and future commitments. This allows tracking of progress over time.  
•	Informs and Guides Decisions: For authorities engaged in planning, development, land use, procurement, services, etc., the report helps integrate biodiversity considerations into everyday decisions (e.g. planning applications, land management, development approvals).  
•	Shares Best Practice: by making reports public, authorities can share ideas, successes or challenges with each other — helping spread effective biodiversity conservation and enhancement measures.  
•	Supports National Biodiversity Goals: These local-level reports feed into broader efforts to meet national (or UK-wide) biodiversity and nature-recovery targets: for example, protecting more wildlife, restoring habitats, increasing species abundance, and contributing to environmental improvement plans.  
•	It encourages a Strategic, Long-Term Approach across all parts of South Derbyshire District Council — land use, planning, procurement, property, parks, services — rather than piecemeal or ad-hoc efforts. This coherence helps deliver meaningful biodiversity improvement.  
•	It allows communities, stakeholders, and organisations to hold councils accountable, and also to participate, engage or collaborate in nature-recovery work — enhancing transparency and public engagement.
•	Aligns local action with national biodiversity targets and initiatives, these reports help ensure collective progress towards reversing biodiversity loss across the country
2 [bookmark: _Toc216259236]Policies, Objectives and Actions   

Policies of note are; 
Climate and Environment Action Plan 2021-30
This Climate and Environment Action Plan is in response to the Council’s Climate and Environment Strategy and their aspiration to achieve carbon neutral by 2030 across the Council controlled (in-house) operational activities. It also aims to work with partners to deliver carbon neutrality across South Derbyshire area (District-wide) before the UK Government’s carbon zero target of 2050. SDDC Climate and Environment Strategy 2021 – 2030. 
Specific Action Plans required in respect of biodiversity:
•	Alteration of grounds maintenance practices to maximise biodiversity gain (and reduce carbon use/increase carbon sequestration).
•	Development of SDDC Action Plan for Nature to maximise biodiversity, carbon sequestration and climate adaption.
•	Ongoing environmental training (Climate and Biodiversity) for SDDC councillors, managers, and staff.
•	Support the development and implementation of the community engagement program for Climate and Biodiversity across South Derbyshire supporting the decarbonisation of South Derbyshire.
Corporate Plan for 2024 – 2028  
The Corporate Plan details vision and values which play an important role in ensuring that we deliver our services and care for the South Derbyshire District. The plan concentrates on the issues that are most important to the people who live and work in South Derbyshire, on national priorities set by the Government and on the opportunities and challenges presented by the environmental, economic, and social aspects of the district. We have identified our three key priorities as: Our Environment, Our People, Our Future. Our plan seeks to ensure that our District remains a great place to live, visit and invest. 
Our Environment – ‘Keeping a clean, green District for future generations’ and enhance biodiversity across the District.
South Derbyshire District Council Environmental Policy
The Council is committed to delivering all its public services in a sustainable manner. This will not just reduce its impacts on the environment but lead to environmental enhancement. It will also lead to improvements in health, wellbeing, and the economy both within and beyond the Council’s administrative borders. 
SDDC is committed to leading environmental improvement and embedding this across its services and the district through:
•	Protecting, conserving, and enhancing South Derbyshire’s natural, historic, and cultural surroundings and enhancing biodiversity
South Derbyshire Local Green Spaces Plan
The planning policies for South Derbyshire are set out in a two-part Local Plan. The Local Plan Part 1 was adopted in June 2016 and the Part 2 was adopted in November 2017. 1.2 Local Green Spaces were introduced with the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). Whilst Local Green Spaces are not strictly defined in the NPPF, paragraph 100 sets out that the designation of local green spaces should only be made where the local green space is: In reasonably close proximity to the community it serves;  demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular local significance, for example because of its beauty, historic significance, recreational value (including as a playing field), tranquillity or richness of its wildlife; and local in character and is not an extensive tract of land.
Policy LGS1: Development on Local Green Spaces 
Development on Local Green Spaces Development, which is in accordance with Policy BNE8, will be supported on local green spaces where it will not unduly affect the openness and essential quality of the space, with consideration given to scale, design and location of the proposal.
Proposals should demonstrate consideration of how they will: 
•	Protect, restore, and enhance biodiversity and/or access to biodiversity. 
Policy LGS2: Enhancement of Local Green Space 

The Council will work positively with stakeholders to ensure the appropriate management of local green spaces. Opportunities will be sought to enhance local green spaces that could include: 
•	Improvements to the long-term management of spaces through changes to site management regimes and the development of site management plans 
•	Where appropriate support will be given to the registration of local green spaces as ‘receptor sites’ with the Environment Bank to allow financial contributions to be used to compensate for impacts on development sites elsewhere through habitat creation or management. 
Many of the sites designated as local green spaces are valued by local communities for their wildlife interest. Most of the sites reviewed through the site designation process have the potential to deliver biodiversity gains. Whether this is through small measures such as changing the mowing regime of sites; installing bird or bat boxes, or through large-scale habitat creation including tree planting, the Council will work positively and collaboratively with those landowners or managers seeking to deliver biodiversity gains on site. In addition, the space could be registered as a receptor site for BNG which would allow for the biodiversity gains on that space to be used as compensation against development sites in the District that are not necessarily able to show biodiversity gains. 
Where new built facilities or other development is proposed that could harm biodiversity within a designated site proposals will be determined in accordance with the provisions of Policy BNE3 (Biodiversity) and Policy BNE7 (Trees, Woodland, and Hedgerows) of the Adopted Local Plan.
Policy BNE8 Local Green Space 
6.14	Local Green Spaces will be protected from development except in very special circumstances or for the following limited types of development where they preserve the openness of the Local Green Space and do not harm the purpose for its designation: 
•	The construction of a new building providing essential facilities for outdoor sport, outdoor recreation, cemeteries, allotments or other uses of the open land; 
•	The carrying out of an engineering or other operation. Designations of Local Green Spaces will be made through a separate Development Plan Document or Neighbourhood Development Plan. 
•	The Council will work to enhance the biodiversity, heritage, recreation, and tranquillity value and where possible the public accessibility of Local Green Spaces through appropriate site management.
Local Plan Part 1  
Policy SD2 Flood Risk 
Where new flood related infrastructure is proposed opportunities for delivering environmental improvements including biodiversity gain and green infrastructure delivery should be fully considered by those delivering the project.
Policy SD3 Sustainable Water Supply, Drainage and Sewerage Infrastructure 
In bringing forward SUDS, as a means of managing surface water run-off, developers will be expected to design schemes to improve river water quality and reduce pressure on local drainage infrastructure and deliver biodiversity gain on sites.
Policy BNE3 Biodiversity 
The Local Planning Authority will support development which contributes to the protection, enhancement, management and restoration of biodiversity or geodiversity and delivers net gains in biodiversity wherever possible by: 
Protecting sites of International, European, National and County importance, together with local nature reserves, from inappropriate development within and adjacent to sites.
Delivering long term plans to restore the River Mease Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)/Special Area of Conservation (SAC) to a more natural condition and improve water quality within Mease and other catchments failing to meet Water Framework Directive objectives.
Developing and maintaining a District-wide ecological network of SSSI’s and local wildlife sites together with corridors and stepping-stones sites to support the integrity of the biodiversity network, prevent fragmentation, deliver ecosystem services, and enable biodiversity to respond and adapt to the impacts of climate change. 
Supporting and contributing to the targets set out in the Lowland Derbyshire and/or National Forest Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) for priority habitats and species. 
Protecting ancient woodland and veteran trees from loss, unless the need for, and benefits of, the development in that location clearly outweigh the loss.
Planning proposals that could have a direct or indirect effect on sites with potential or actual ecological or geological importance including: 
•	Internationally important sites 
•	Nationally important sites (such as SSSIs) 
•	Sites of County importance (such as Local Nature Reserves, Local Wildlife Sites and Local Geological Sites) 
•	Ancient woodlands, veteran trees, and hedgerows 
•	Priority habitats and species 
Will need to be supported by appropriate surveys or assessments sufficient to allow the Authority to fully understand the likely impacts of the scheme and the mitigation proposed. Where mitigation measures, or exceptionally, compensation cannot sufficiently offset the significant harm resulting from the development and/or where the development can potentially be located on an alternative site that would cause less or no harm, planning permission will be refused.
Reasoning  
The natural environment of the District remains under pressure from a combination of poor land management, agriculture, built development and disturbance. The River Mease, arguably the District’s most important wildlife site, is being negatively impacted by elevated levels of nutrients as result of discharges from local Waste Water Treatment Works, agriculture and urban diffuse pollution. Only 17% of the County’s SSSIs are in a favourable condition, with the remainder at best in an ‘unfavourable recovering’ condition, and in South Derbyshire less than a third of our 156 County Wildlife Sites are recorded as being positively managed for wildlife. Wildlife sites are generally dispersed with limited connectivity between them. It is in this context that the Council is seeking to deliver Government pledges to halt the loss of biodiversity by 2020, a key target of both the National Planning Policy Framework and Biodiversity 2020: A Strategy for England’s Wildlife and Ecosystem Services. 
The scale of development growth in South Derbyshire over the Plan period is both a challenge and an opportunity. It is likely that in the short-term development will inevitably have a negative impact on biodiversity and geodiversity, but growth on the scale proposed provides real opportunities to deliver landscape scale change. Growth can provide enhanced linkages and green infrastructure by supporting projects such as the National Forest or environmental improvements within the Trent Valley. It can help secure the long-term management of sites; create opportunities to deliver biodiversity gain onsite by generating financial contributions, or development works which will contribute to the restoration and environmental enhancement of the local environment. 
The benefits growth can be reflected by a number of on-going projects within the District. Minerals works along the Trent Valley have created new wildlife sites at Drakelow, Willington and Shardlow. Housing, employment and minerals developments in the south of the District have helped The National Forest Company and other partners positively change the local landscape and on the way have contributed to the planting of 8 million trees increasing forest cover from 6% in the early 1990’s to 20% in 2014, with almost a quarter of planting delivered through the planning system. The recently adopted River Mease Developer Contribution Scheme is ensuring new development does not lead to further deterioration of the SAC as a result of new development, by helping to restore the river to a more natural state and will, over time, contribute towards reducing damaging nutrients within the River. 
Where development is proposed that could have a significant impact on the environment, the Council will expect proposals to be accompanied by appropriate ecology surveys and/or geodiversity assessments. These will need to be undertaken by suitably qualified professionals, at the appropriate time of year and will include an assessment of the likely impacts of the proposal and any necessary mitigation or compensation measures, including where relevant improved public access and interpretation of findings. 
Where development could affect the River Mease SAC, the Council will expect developers to provide sufficient information as may be necessary to allow the Authority to undertake a Habitat Regulations Assessment. 
Ancient woodland, together with ancient/veteran trees, represents an irreplaceable semi natural habitat that does not benefit from full statutory protection. The National Planning Policy Framework is supportive of ancient woodland and ancient trees and states that planning permission should be refused for development resulting in the loss or deterioration of irreplaceable habitats, including ancient woodland and the loss of aged or veteran trees found outside ancient woodland, unless the need for, and benefits of, the development in that location clearly outweigh the loss.
Policy INF7 Green Infrastructure 
6.31	The District Council will seek to conserve, enhance and wherever possible extend green infrastructure in the District by working with partners to: 
•	Ensure the continued protection of the District’s ecological, biological and geological assets, with particular regard to sites and species of international, national and local significance; 
•	Secure development that maximises the opportunities to conserve, enhance and restore biodiversity and geological diversity and to increase provision of, and access to, green infrastructure.
•	Promote the appropriate management of features of major importance for wild flora and fauna. 
•	Support the development of the Green Infrastructure Network as proposed by the 6Cs Green Infrastructure Strategy, linking together Key Strategic Routes of regional and sub regional importance and providing for, in appropriate locations, visitor infrastructure that improves accessibility. The District Council will promote improved green infrastructure provision in the following opportunity areas: 
•	Trent Strategic River / Trent & Mersey Canal Corridor. 
•	Derwent Strategic River Corridor. 
•	Dove Strategic River Corridor. 
•	Within the National Forest Area. 
•	Around the edges of Derby City and Swadlincote. 
•	Positively view proposals that seek to enhance the District’s Green Infrastructure resource in support of tourism and leisure related development. 
Within the Trent Valley, or other locally determined Nature Improvement Area, the District Council will support and help deliver the landscape scale change as promoted by the Lowland Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire Local Nature Partnership. Any development within the area defined by the Trent Valley Vision will be expected to contribute towards and assist in delivering the vision in accordance with the strategy. Such contributions may be in the form of appropriate design, suitable form and function, the delivery of Green Infrastructure, landscape and habitat enhancement, financial contributions, or other mechanisms as appropriate, to deliver an overall benefit within the Trent Valley Vision area. 
All proposals for development within the catchment for the River Mease will need to demonstrate that they will have no adverse effects on the integrity of the Special Area of Conservation (SAC) either alone or in combination with other proposals and will contribute to long-term objectives to improve the condition of the site.
Policy INF3 Strategic Rail Freight Interchange
Any proposal for the development of a Strategic Rail Freight Interchange shall meet all the following criteria:
•	The proposal shall not cause undue harm to features of ecological or environmental value and, where possible, shall result in biodiversity gain and enhanced environmental value.
Policy INF9 Open Space, Sport and Recreation
Wherever possible the Council will expect new open spaces to connect to existing Green Infrastructure to improve accessibility across and between sites and enhance the biodiversity.
Policy H22 Sites for Gypsies and Travellers and for Travelling Show-People 
Development does not result in an unacceptable impact on the local environment, including biodiversity, heritage assets or conservation, the surrounding landscape (unless capable of sympathetic assimilation) and compatibility with 89 surrounding land uses.
Local Plan Part 2 
Policy H23 Non-Strategic Housing Allocations 
The following sites are allocated for housing development as shown on the Policies Map and in the site-specific maps under Policies 23A-N:
The key considerations for each of the sites are: 
•	Biodiversity impacts
Policy BNE5 Development in Rural Areas 
Outside of settlement boundaries (as defined in policy SDT1) within the Rural Areas of the district planning permission will be granted where the development:
•	Will not unduly impact on landscape character and quality, biodiversity, best and most versatile agricultural land, and heritage assets.
Policy BNE7 Trees, Woodland and Hedgerows 
6.40	Where development is proposed that could affect trees, woodland and/or hedgerows which are important in terms of their amenity, ecological, landscape or historic value, developers will be expected to demonstrate that: 
•	The layout and form of development have been informed by an appropriate arboricultural and/or hedgerow surveys. 
•	Development would not suffer from undue shading either now or in the future.
•	Appropriate measures are secured to ensure adequate root protection and buffers around trees, woodland, and hedgerows. 
The felling of protected trees, groups of trees or woodland and/or removal of important hedgerows, will be considered in accordance with the relevant national guidance and regulations, taking account of their amenity, ecological, landscape and historic value. Where protected trees and/or hedgerows are subject to felling or removal, a replacement of an appropriate number, species, size and in an appropriate location will normally be required. 
Development proposals which will have a detrimental effect on important trees, woodland or hedgerows must satisfactorily demonstrate how the impact on biodiversity has been minimised and, wherever possible, a net biodiversity gain delivered through appropriate mitigation, compensation, or offsetting, including through new planting or improved management of retained trees and hedgerows. New planting will be expected to be adequately managed to reach full maturity. 
Where new planting is proposed on development sites, principal consideration should be given to planting tree species which are in keeping with the urban or rural character of the area. However, where appropriate, wider environmental or amenity benefits including improvements to local air quality, erosion control, land drainage or shading should be considered.
INF8 (The National Forest)
The National Forest Strategy (2014-24) promotes planting guidelines relating to all forms of development in the National Forest. 
Development Type 				Thresholds 		Forest Green Infrastructure
Residential 					0.5ha - 10ha 		20%
Employment 		 			1ha - 10ha 		20%
All Development 				Over 10ha 		30%
In exceptional circumstances, where planting cannot be accommodated to this scale within the 
development, the shortfall should be addressed by a contribution to off-site planting of £35,000 
per hectare secured through a Section 106 agreement.



Ecology Bill: Ecological Crisis Motion
This Council formally declares an ecological emergency in response to the ongoing threat to wildlife and ecosystems. The declaration recognises the essential role that nature plays and provides a statement of intent, to enhance and restore our natural landscape, local wildlife, rivers, streams, water resources, habitats and trees and resist the destruction of such habitats through a considered and sustainable local planning policy.
This motion will see the council add ecological considerations, together with any implications, alongside those for climate, sustainability, and nature recovery in our new corporate plan as strategic priorities embedded within all areas of council engagement.
The Council will continue to collaborate with our communities, businesses and other organisations, existing networks, and partnerships to improve ecological literacy, encourage greater biodiversity, increase local sustainable food production to protect food security, tree planting and management.
Action Plan for Nature 
The Action Plan for Nature provides a strategic and spatial plan for nature’s recovery in the South Derbyshire District. The Action Plan for Nature determined strategically critical areas within the district for habitat enhancement, restoration, or creation, based on the three broad habitat types existing within the district; Grassland, Woodland and Wetland and has suggested key areas for habitat protection and expansion based on species movement and connectivity bottlenecks, providing spatial priorities for connectivity enhancement. 
The key strategic areas identified in the modelling shows the suitability of sites for enhancement or creation and will be especially useful for determining biodiversity net gain schemes or planning decisions, to strengthen the nature recovery network and contribute positively towards ecosystem services. This information should feed into the Local Recovery Plan and determine future planning policy. 
Several geographical areas were identified as being strategically significant for enhancement or creation of all three broad habitat types and should provide the basis for nature recovery efforts going forward. These are the Trent Valley, Dove Valley and the Calke Park/Staunton Harold/Foremark area. 
Two areas, Radbourne Park and Drakelow, were highlighted as being bottlenecks for species dispersal for more than one broad habitat type, which suggests they are of high importance for habitat protection, enhancement, and surrounding habitat creation. 
The South Derbyshire Action Plan for Nature aims to provide a recovery for nature and biodiversity; allowing projects to be strategically planned to maximise the benefit to nature, targeting key areas of connectivity and identifying where development is best placed to limit negative impacts. However, if integrated into policies, procedures, and partnerships, it has the potential to deliver huge, combined benefits, delivering essential ecosystem services such as flood reduction, pollination, cleaner water, carbon storage and access to nature for health and wellbeing. 
Lowland South Derbyshire Biodiversity Action Plan 
The current Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP) 2011-2020 examines the state of nature throughout lowland Derbyshire and sets targets for maintenance, restoration and expansion of habitats and species. South Derbyshire is covered by three Action Plans split by the landscape character areas: National Forest, Trent and Dove Valley and The Claylands. The South Derbyshire Action Plan for Nature aims to build on the work of the LBAP, updating and combining the baseline data for the district and targeting the spatial opportunities.
South Derbyshire District National Character Areas
The LBAP areas are simplified from the National Character Areas. South Derbyshire is predominantly agricultural in land use with mixed arable and pasture farming. A band of woodland exists in the centre of the district and small urban settlements are scattered with the largest town, Swadlincote, towards the south of the district. At a more detailed level the district varies from floodplain corridors to parklands of grand country houses. The district comprises five National Character Areas (NCAs) which are split relatively equally between; the Claylands, Trent Valley Washlands, Melbourne Parklands, the Coalfields and Mease/ Sence Lowlands
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SDDC have put forward £500,000 to fund the Climate Strategy and the Ecological Emergency. It is hoped the grant fund will progress the partnership and enable other partners to make a similar match/joint funded contribution. The main cost of the project is to enable SDDC to host a project Co-Ordinator and in addition to the cost of carrying out feasibility studies and building capacity and knowledge with the wider community with our environmental education team.
It is planned that the investment will engage joint/match funded partners to commit to the Network and effectively run as a funded independent organisation progressing environmental projects in perpetuity effectively helping manage the Ecological Crisis in South Derbyshire.

To help fund feasibility studies across a wide range of issues, potential feasibility studies include;
 
•	Commission study into upscaling of nature friendly food growing linking with allotments, small holdings and parks and green spaces.
•	Creating or developing a District wide nature corridor
•	Commission a Tree Canopy Cover Assessment represented as a percentage of the District.
•	Commission an independent Street Tree Survey to investigate the feasibility and location to implement Street Trees in South Derbyshire
•	Identify funding for Street Tree project to plant 50 trees in urban centres across South Derbyshire.
•	Determine the investment required to enable habitat creation i.e. removing arisings from verge cuttings
•	Reduce over fertilization with nitrogen and phosphorus by dog and cat fouling
•	Set water health targets at catchment scale, ensuring policy levers and incentives are in place to reduce pollutants and deliver targets locally 
•	Develop a South Derbyshire Ranger Service of staff to deliver our engagement programme and do active conservation and engagement work with individuals and groups, using a mix of the innovative methods described above
4 [bookmark: _Toc216259238]Biodiversity Net Gain Information

Out of a total of six BNG Gain Plans delivered, 5 were delivered on-site with an average net change of 21.76% with a average net change in hedegrows of 27.63%, with a -0.74 unit loss in grassland, 0.43 unit gain in individual trees, 0.23 unit gain in species-rich native hedegrow, 0.23 of native hedgerow, 0.06 of woodland and forest and 0.89 unit uplift in heathland and scrub. With 0.33 units of mixed scrub provided off-site.

Used SDDC land as a biodiversity gain site
Internally SDDC has assessed sites up to 47 sites for the potential to deliver BNG or for separate biodiversity enhancement and identified two promising sites. 24 sites were assessed within the Action Plan for Nature commission in 2021 with six sites brought forward representing some enhancement potential.

Supporting the development of a local BNG market
South Derbyshire District Council are to agree S106 with two habitat banks Land East of Broad Lane, Thulson & Marston Meadows, Marston on Dove provided by 
Land East of Broad Lane, Thulson
[image: ]

207 Leicester Road, Ibstock, Leicestershire, LE67 6HP 
www.thehabitat-bank.co.uk 
info@thehabitat-bank.co.uk 
Mob: 07557 342452 

Marston Meadows, Marston on Dove
[image: A purple and green letter
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www.csxcarbon.com 
Barningham Coach House, Barningham 
Richmond, North Yorkshire, DL11 7DW 
01609 786655
The number of biodiversity gain plans approved

6
[image: ]
The split between on-site and off-site gains and statutory credits
5/1
The net gain in number of units and average percentage gain across approved biodiversity gain plans

On-site average percentage gains of 21.76%
Average net change in hedgerows of 27.63%
The number of and net change in biodiversity units and area split by habitat type, for example, grassland

-0.74 unit loss in grassland
0.43 units gain in individual trees
0.23 units gain in species-rich native hedgerow
0.23 of native hedgerow, 
0.06 of woodland and forest and 
0.89 units uplift in heathland and scrub. 
0.33 units of mixed scrub provided off-site.
The number of approved biodiversity gain plans that impact on irreplaceable habitat
0
The location and number of approved offsite biodiversity units

1, Wild Whittington, located 5km north of Chesterfield City Centre, is the first habitat bank in Derbyshire to be secured with a Section 106 agreement with the local planning authority (LPA), Chesterfield Borough Council.
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South Derbyshire is a rural district in central England covering over 112 square miles, strategically located between the major urban centres of Derby (north), Burton upon Trent (west), and Ashby-de-la-Zouch (east). It is bordered by Derby City, East Staffordshire Borough, Lichfield District, Derbyshire Dales, Amber Valley, Erewash and Northwest Leicestershire. 
Based on mid-year estimates for 2023, the population of South Derbyshire is 114,050 people. The main urban centre is Swadlincote, in the south of the district, with a population of around 41,800 people. 
Three-quarters of the district remains in agricultural use, characterised by compact villages set within farmland and historic estate parklands which play a major role in local distinctiveness and are often integral to village character. The presence of coal and clay in the area led to urbanisation, as collieries, brickworks and potteries came to dominate in the period until the Second World War. Mineral extraction, including that along the Trent Valley, has had a significant impact on the landscape. The southern third of the district lies within The National Forest, contributing to landscape restoration where tree cover has increased dramatically from 6% (1990s) to 23% (2023) through planting 9.5 million trees. Further reclamation has taken place at the Former Drakelow and Willington Power Station sites and the transformation of former mineral works and vacant industrial premises in the Woodville Regeneration Area. 
South Derbyshire District stands out as one of the fastest-growing local authority areas in England, seeing the population increase by 6.4% since 2021 and 20.5% since 2011. The district population is forecast to continue to grow and reach 135,951 by 2043. This presents significant challenges, but also opportunities to balance growth needs with conserving and enhancing landscape quality and restoring nature. 2.2 Demographic Headlines South Derbyshire District enjoys relative prosperity, with high levels of economic activity and annual earnings and low levels of unemployment and deprivation. However, pockets of deprivation do exist which is often linked to education, skills, training and social mobility. Local workforce qualification levels have improved over the last decade but remain below average. The presence of Further and Higher Education institutions in Derby, Burton, Coalville and Swadlincote present an opportunity to address this. Employment in manufacturing is around three times the national average. Major inward investors and re-investors include global businesses engaged in the production of transport equipment, food & drink, and construction products. Much employment growth over the Local Plan period is expected to take place outside of the area’s traditional sectors, for example in logistics, health & social care and the visitor economy, along with emerging significant new sectors such as digital and low carbon.








6 South Derbyshire District Council

South Derbyshire District Council is the district-level local authority responsible for delivering a wide range of local public services to residents, businesses, and communities within the South Derbyshire district. It operates under the legislative framework set by UK central government, guided by its own constitution which explains how it makes decisions and operates legally and transparently. 

The Council’s overarching purpose is encapsulated in its Council Plan 2024–2028 vision:

“Work together to shape our environment, drive our economy and support our communities.” 

It aims to deliver value-for-money services, improve quality of life locally, and promote sustainable development within South Derbyshire.
As a district council, South Derbyshire District Council provides local services which are distinct from county-level services delivered by Derbyshire County Council including education, social care and major highways. 

The council is responsible for numerous local functions, including: 

· Local Planning & Development Control – planning applications and planning policy (e.g., Local Plan).  
· Housing Services – including affordable housing strategies and tenant support.  
· Environmental Services – waste collection, recycling, street cleaning.  
· Council Tax & Business Rates Billing – billing and collection functions.  
· Benefits & Universal Credit Support – assisting eligible residents.  
· Licensing – alcohol, entertainment and private hire licensing.  
· Births, Marriages & Deaths Registration – civic services.  
· Community & Public Health Support – health, wellbeing, crime/community initiatives.  
· Economic Development & Business Support – investment and growth strategies.  

The council consists of 36 elected councillors, representing 15 wards across the district and employs several hundred staff members (around 340+ employees). 
South Derbyshire District Council is led by elected councillors, who make policies, strategic decisions, and set priorities through a formal democratic process. 
The Full Council comprises all 36 councillors. It sets the policy framework, approves the budget, and makes major decisions.  
The Leader of the Council (political head) provides strategic political leadership and sets the direction for council priorities.  
Committees drive decision-making and oversight in key areas:

· Finance and Management Committee – oversees financial planning.  
· Environmental & Development Services Committee – monitors delivery of services like planning and environment.  
· Housing & Community Services Committee – focuses on housing and community delivery.  
· Overview & Scrutiny Committee – reviews policies and council performance.  
· Audit & Governance Committee – ensures good governance, risk, and audit oversight.  
· Development Management Committee – handles planning application decisions.  
· Licensing & Appeals Sub-Committee – handles licensing and employee appeal matters.  

Local Area Forums also enable community engagement on local issues. 
The council’s corporate leadership team consists of paid senior officers responsible for delivering council services and executing elected members’ policies and includes a : 
· Chief Executive – Head of the paid service, working with both councillors and officers to implement strategic priorities.  
· Executive Directors – senior leads covering major service areas such as Place & Prosperity, Environment & Communities, Resources & Transformation, and Law & People (including statutory roles like the Section 151 Officer and Monitoring Officer).  
· Assistant Directors & Heads of Service – responsible for operational delivery, including planning, environmental services, housing, finance, legal & democratic services, customer services, ICT, and corporate property.  
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South Derbyshire District Council (SDDC) has strengthened its commitment to addressing the Climate and Ecological Emergency declared in 2019 through strategic investment, partnership development, habitat protection and community engagement.
The Council has secured £500,000 to support carbon reduction feasibility studies to 2028 and £144,000 to establish a South Derbyshire Local Nature Partnership, now progressing to formal partner commitment. SDDC is also coordinating closely with county partners on the forthcoming Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) to identify and deliver priority areas for nature recovery.
Significant progress has been made in protecting and enhancing biodiversity. Through the planning process, 22.5 hectares of meadow habitat has been secured for skylark mitigation, and SDDC has provided expert input to safeguard rare MG4/MG5 lowland meadow grassland, one of only two such examples in the district. Three parks have been permanently protected through Fields in Trust, with additional sites progressing, and six Green Flag Awards have been achieved for high-quality park management.
Practical enhancements include installation of bird and bat boxes, creation of invertebrate habitat gabions, wildflower meadow expansion, and the planting of over 2,300 trees. The Council has also introduced a district-wide ban on balloon and sky lantern releases to prevent environmental harm.
SDDC is working with partners, including Trent Rivers Trust, to deliver river habitat improvements at Pessall Brook and has commissioned water quality work to support management planning at Castle Hill Wood. Plans are in place to designate further Local Nature Reserves on open mosaic habitat sites.
A strong programme of volunteering and public engagement supports nature recovery, including conservation task days, community gardening groups, species monitoring and educational activities with local schools. The emerging Grass Management Strategy 2025 reflects a strategic shift toward enhanced meadow management, reduced mowing and increased floristic diversity across public green spaces.
Overall, SDDC is embedding biodiversity, climate resilience and ecological recovery at the heart of local policy, land management and community collaboration.
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Grassland Conservation Management
SDDC has expanded its meadow and grass management programme under the emerging Grass Management Strategy 2025, demonstrating a clear shift towards:
•	Reduced mowing regimes,
•	Increased floristic diversity, and
•	Enhanced pollinator and wildlife habitat networks across parks and public green spaces.
Green Flag Awards
We directly manage five large urban parks covering an area of approximately 21 hectares, the latest being Cadley Park which was opened in 2022, together with the 30-hectare urban forest park of Swadlincote Woodlands. In addition, we manage over 60 hectares of public open space which includes local nature reserves, wildlife areas, football pitches, eight allotment sites and large areas of common land.
Green Flag Award Status is achieved for Eureka Park, Maurice Lea Memorial Park Cadley Park and Swadlincote Woodlands. Our aim is to add to this with a further 3 green flags over the coming years for Newhall Park, Church Gresley Cemetery and Rosliston Forestry Centre (which we manage in partnership with Forestry England / the National Forest).
Rosliston Forestry Centre is a 154 acre site and located at the heart of The National Forest and is a mix of woodland and meadow, ponds and play areas for visitors of all ages to enjoy. The centre provides visitor information, toilets, shop, wedding venue, holiday lodges, education centre, café, soft play, falconry centre and wheelchair hire.
In addition we manage and maintain a number of cemeteries at Aston-on-Trent, Church Gresley, Etwall, Findern, Marston- on- Dove and Newhall. Most of our cemeteries have consecrated (blessed as sacred) and unconsecrated areas where graves can be bought. We are also responsible for a number of closed churchyards  
We have more than 30 play areas, catering for a wide range of age groups. Our playgrounds strike a balance between providing a stimulating learning environment and meeting safety requirements. We also manage and maintain three skate parks, in Peacroft Lane, Hilton, at Newhall Park and on Common Road, Swadlincote. We also have outdoor green gym equipment at Maurice Lea Memorial Park, Eureka Park and Newhall Park.
Proactive Skylark mitigation in the planning process 
South Derbyshire District Council are actively progressing enhanced protection for skylark and other ground nesting birds with the South Derbyshire planning process and as an internal document to be included within the Local Plan for South Derbyshire, so to address the small and progressive decline in skylark territories within the District due to small incremental losses due to planning applications. . I support the need for enhanced skylark protection as the planning committee look favourably on such mitigation as shown by the examples enclosed.
Enclosed are example of cases where SDDC have actively progressed further protections on applications where skylarks have been adversely affected including: 
NSIP Oaklands Farm from DHA Planning 
•	Based on the number of breeding pairs in the vicinity of the site - 38 skylark plots were required as mitigation 
•	Density and size requirements from the government guidance on skylark plots – “there will be a minimum of 2 plots per ha and each plot will be at least 3 metres (m) wide and will have a minimum area of 16 square metres”
•	38 plots at a prescribed density of 2 plots per hectare = 38/2 = 19 hectares of agricultural land required
•	We have signed up 22.5 hectares of agricultural land, so could accommodate the 38 plots identified as being needed (and there is a spare 3.5 hectares of land)
•	Per the Unilateral Undertaking Section 106, the LPA will be able to review and approve the Skylark Mitigation Strategy (management plan) prior to implementation of the project
As part of development at Land to the North of Occupation Lane Woodville, Swadlincote, Derbyshire, DE11 8FN (DMPA/2022/1159) provided Land to the West of Manchester Road Hartshome, Swadlincote, Derbyshire, DE11 7AZ as 0.43ha of grassland as part of the reserved matters application as skylark mitigation. As part of development of the wider site, the planning condition states that “Land in South Derbyshire or within 5km of the site (ideally) needs to be identified and funded to provide a scheme of compensatory habitat for ground nesting birds, including Skylarks”  that "Prior to the commencement of any works on site, evidence and details showing Skylark Mitigation and ongoing management/retention where required has been accepted by Derbyshire Wildlife Trust. The details and mitigation shall be submitted to and approved in by the Local Planning Authority." 
This application provided 30.06 ha for ground nesting birds particularly skylark and reed bunting within North-West Leicestershire situated approximately 8.4km away. This was provided by Callum Foley, Development Manager for Harworth.  
As part of the application DMPA/2024/0586 for a BESS in Stenson, two breeding skylark territories were identified and SDDC requested mitigation for the small loss of skylark territories effecting overall decline in skylark numbers in the District.
SDDC is working closely with county partners on the forthcoming Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) for Derbyshire, which will establish spatial priorities for nature recovery.
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South Derbyshire District Council (SDDC) has introduced several environmental policies and initiatives to protect nature, reduce pollution, and promote sustainability. These actions mainly focus on reducing carbon emissions, protecting biodiversity, improving waste management, and planning sustainable development.
In 2019 the council declared a climate emergency and committed to becoming carbon neutral for council activities by 2030 and helping the wider district reach carbon neutrality before the UK’s 2050 target. 
To support this, the council created a Climate and Environment Action Plan (2021–2030) with 62 actions aimed at reducing carbon emissions and adapting to climate change. These include policies on energy efficiency in buildings, Sustainable transport, waste and recycling, biodiversity protection and climate adaptation and planning policies.
The plan sets measurable targets and is reviewed annually to track progress. Council emissions fell by about 22% from the 2018/19 baseline, with the cavet of the COVID -19.  
The council promotes policies that protect wildlife and natural habitats.
One key policy is Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG), which requires new developments to improve biodiversity by at least 10% compared with the site’s original ecological value. This means developers must: create new habitats (trees, ponds, grasslands), restore damaged ecosystems and protect local wildlife. These policies help increase biodiversity rather than allowing development to simply damage it.
Environmental protection is built into the Local Plan, which guides how land is developed. Policies promote renewable energy generation, high-quality sustainable design, protection of landscapes and biodiversity, creation of green infrastructure such as trees, gardens, and green corridors in new developments. 
The council runs programmes to reduce waste and encourage recycling including campaigns to improve recycling and reduce contamination, encouraging residents to compost food waste and reducing single-use plastics in council buildings and events. These initiatives help reduce landfill waste and lower environmental pollution.
SDDC also involves residents in environmental action through campaigns such as Keep South Derbyshire Tidy, which encourages community litter-picking and environmental volunteering. This improves local green spaces, wildlife habitats and public awareness of environmental protection.
South Derbyshire District Council’s policies help the environment by reducing carbon emissions, protecting biodiversity, encouraging sustainable development, improving recycling, and involving local communities in environmental action.
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SDDC runs a broad and active Environmental Volunteering Programme, contributing to nature recovery and community participation:

· School-led tree planting events on local parks.
· Community wood fuel and thinning activities at Swadlincote Woodlands with Heartwood.
· Habitat management volunteer days at Coton Park LNR with Burton Conservation Volunteers.
· Monthly conservation task days at Swadlincote Woodlands with TCV.
· Weekly butterfly surveys at Swadlincote Woodlands and Coton Park, with butterfly identification training for volunteers.
· The Parklife Project now delivers monthly gardening groups at Eureka Park and Newhall Park.
· Additional community nature activities include guided butterfly, dragonfly and fungi walks, and an amphibian and reptile habitat improvement survey at Swadlincote Woodlands.

In August 2025 a family Butterfly Walk took place in Big Butterfly Count week at Cadley Park, Swadlincote. This event consisted of a led walk by local Butterfly Volunteer, Peter Brewster.    There around 40 attendees to the event and children were given a spotter sheet to see if they could find some of the common butterflies on their walk. At the end of the walk children made coloured in butterflies to take home.
A Bat Walk was also held at Swadlincote Woodlands in August 2025 and there were many sightings of Pipistrelle, Soprano and Noctule Bats.
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Local Wildlife Sites 
In 2025-26, DWT on behalf of South Derbyshire District Council completed 10 site surveys prior to the pause in the SLA in July, where they would have completed 14 total otherwise. The 10 sites that were covered included: 

•	Five LWS, four of which were considered to be in positive management. Two were considered to be in favourable condition, one was partially destroyed, one unfavourable but improving condition, and one that was not possible to re-assess due to grassland maintenance at the time of the visit. 

•	Five Potential LWS were surveyed. Two of these are recommended for review at the 2026 Panel meeting for designation: Midland Lead, as a site with valuable Open Mosaic Habitats and structural mosaic of woodland, scrub, rough grassland, OMH and ponds; and Land off Penkridge Road in Swadlincote.

The overall picture of the 161 LWS in South Derbyshire in 2025 shows:
•	60 LWS under positive management
•	32 LWS in favourable condition
•	43 LWS in unfavourable-maintained condition
•	14 LWS in unfavourable-recovering condition
•	42 LWS in unfavourable-declining condition
•	30 sites with unknown condition

Derbyshire Amphibian and Reptile Group
Derbyshire Amphibian and Reptile Group carried out four amphibian surveys at 
Swadlincote Woodlands in the spring of 2025. The first two surveys were conducted 
in daylight to try to establish where frogs and toads may be spawning. The first on 
09/03/25, and the next one at three weeks later. The second two surveys were a 
bottle trapping survey, and a torchlight survey, looking for newts. Recommendations for conservation tasks to the pond areas including removal of reed mace, silt and also removal of some surrounding trees. Some of the works have been carried out eg removal of reed mace by TCV Volunteers. Derbyshire Amphibian Group will be carrying out a survey of ponds at Coton Park Nature Reserve in 2026. 
Pessall Brook – Coton in the Elms
Working with Trent Rivers Trust and Coton Parish Council to deliver biodiversity improvements along the Pessall Brook in Coton-in-the-Elms.
In 2024 and 2025 terrestrial invertebrate surveys were conducted along the banks of the Pessall 
Brook in Coton-in-the-Elms. The survey aim was to collect data that recorded some of the 
invertebrates living in the grassland habitat surrounding the Pessall Brook, where TRT have 
undertaken some restoration work. This is separate to the invertebrate survey being undertaken by 
EMEC in the water of the brook. The number of invertebrate species recorded in 2024 was 26 compared to 61 in 2025
Castle Hill Wood Scoping and Managing Assessment
The objectives of this project were agreed by South Derbyshire District Council and The Trent Rivers Trust to: 

       Analyse water quality of the site by sampling water at 6 sample locations for the following parameters: o pH, turbidity, nitrate and phosphate o Heavy metals: Lead, Cadmium, Copper o Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), o Petroleum hydrocarbons o Volatile organic compounds (VOCs), o Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS). 
        Use the water quality results to help inform feasibility of habitat and water quality improvements that can be made to the site. 
        Provide management recommendations for the site

The management of the site was taken on by South Derbyshire District Council in 2023. 
Future management of the site must continue to function as a drainage area for the 
surrounding estate, with the aim of improving habitat condition and diversity in a local nature 
reserve that is well used by the local community as a recreational green space. The District 
Council have expressed particular interest in the wet woodland habitat on site, with wet 
woodland being one of the rarest woodland habitat types in the UK, and an important habitat 
type supporting a high diversity of species, improvement to this habitat would be valuable to 
the site and the district. 

In 2023 South Derbyshire District Council declared an “Ecological emergency in response 
to the ongoing threat to wildlife and ecosystems” (SDDC, 2023) which states a commitment 
to enhance and restore local wildlife, collaborating with partners to increase ecological 
understanding and improve management. The council’s approach to this site honours the 
commitments made and shows how seriously the approach to the ecological emergency is 
being taken. 

National Forest
As part of the National Forest Fungi Survey on the 25th October 2025, 53 fungus species were surveyed by mycologist Beverly Rhodes BSc MCIEEM BMS FCT. 12 adults attended the event.
Butterfly Transects & Butterfly Conservation
SDDC and Butterfly Conservation have been carrying out Butterfly Surveys over a 26-week period over the summer, with the help of volunteers at Swadlincote Woodlands and Coton Park Nature Reserve since 2017 on an annual basis. Ken Orpe, South Derbyshire Recorder for Butterfly Conservation, has stated that 2025 was our best ever recording year for butterflies and highest numbers yet.   Probably something to do with the good summer we had but good to see how it rated in comparison to other years.
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Purple Emperor Project
Hundreds of trees are being planted in South Derbyshire as part of a groundbreaking initiative to attract one of the UK’s most iconic butterflies to the region for the first time.

East Midlands Butterfly Conservation and South Derbyshire District Council have teamed up with the support of the National Forest Company to spearhead the project to welcome the iconic and magnificent Purple Emperor butterfly to local woodlands. The Council and East Midlands Butterfly Conservation have funded the purchase of 550 two-year old specially selected Goat Willow trees. These trees (also known as Sallow ‘whips’) are viewed as a perfect habitat for the species to thrive and become established.

Following the launch, other partners have pledged to support the project with tree planting. These include The National Trust at Calke Abbey, Staunton Harold & Foremark, the University of Derby, Derby College, Bretby Golf Club, Lubrizol, Toyota, St Modwen Homes, other local councils, Mimi’s Wood, Grangewood, Catton Park and other woodland sites
[image: A butterfly on the ground
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Purple Emperors have been seen in Derbyshire at two sites near Aston on Trent on the 8th and 18th of July 2024.
The project won a silver Green Apple award, The Green Apple Environment Awards were established in 1994 as an annual campaign to recognise, reward and promote environmental best practice around the world.
•	Installation of bird and bat boxes and construction of invertebrate habitat gabions at Church Gresley Cemetery and on Church Street roundabout.
•	Ongoing wildflower meadow creation and bulb planting, including seeding the bank at the Miners’ Memorial in Eureka Park and bulb enhancement at Maurice Lea Park.
•	2300+ trees planted across the District, including whips and 184 standard trees.
•	Implementation of a district-wide ban on balloon and sky lantern releases, aligned with Marine Conservation Society guidance.
•	Working with Trent Rivers Trust and Coton Parish Council to deliver biodiversity improvements along the Pessall Brook in Coton-in-the-Elms.
•	Street furniture project to reduce the use of pesticides and glyphosate by seeding wildlfowers around street furniture for pollinators and to reduce mowing and strimming.
•	Commissioned water quality surveys at Castle Hill Wood to inform restoration and management priorities.
•	Plans to designate a new Local Nature Reserve on Open Mosaic Habitat at Main Street (Albert Village) and Penkridge Road (Gresley).

Challenges
The council’s Action Plan for Nature and Ecological Emergency Action Plan highlight several key challenges and economic pressures affecting biodiversity in the district. These pressures mainly arise from development, population growth and land-use change 
South Derbyshire has one of the highest population growth rates nationally, driven largely by migration into the district. This growth requires new housing, transport infrastructure, and services, which often leads to land conversion and habitat loss. Development can affect Local Wildlife Sites, Local Nature Reserves, and protected habitats, especially when building occurs in sensitive ecological areas.  
Local authorities must balance economic growth and housing demand with environmental protection, which often leads to trade-offs.
South Derbyshire has relatively few designated ecological areas compared to other parts of the county. Only a small proportion of the district is formally protected for biodiversity and this means the remaining habitats are more vulnerable to fragmentation and degradation.
Much of South Derbyshire consists of agricultural lowland landscapes, which creates additional challenges. Agricultural productivity can sometimes conflict with habitat conservation goals, particularly for grasslands, hedgerows, and wetlands.
Like many councils, South Derbyshire faces limited financial and staffing resources for biodiversity management. Although the council has introduced initiatives such as a Biodiversity Officer role who has been in place for 4 years as well as expanding the Tree Officer team.
The delivery of large-scale nature recovery projects often depends on external funding, partnerships, or developer contributions.
The Environment Act requires at least 10% biodiversity net gain (BNG) for new developments. However, this creates economic tensions: Developers may resist higher BNG requirements due to cost uncertainties.  he cost of delivering habitat improvements depends on the baseline biodiversity of the site, making financial planning difficult.
This means councils must balance ecological improvements, housing affordability and developer viability
Urban expansion and infrastructure can fragment habitats, reducing ecological connectivity. South Derbyshire’s biodiversity strategy aims to improve ecological networks and habitat connectivity and link habitats through projects such as the National Forest landscape restoration. However, restoring connectivity requires large-scale landscape planning and significant investment.
Another challenge is providing access to nature while protecting biodiversity. This creates a planning challenge: improving public access to green space without damaging sensitive habitats.
Applications Effecting Habitats of Priority Importance
DMPA/2025/1001; Land at Toyota Manufacturing UK, Derby, DE1 9TA;
Included within the proposals is the presence of 3.11 ha Lowland Meadow (unimproved) grassland vegetation including two fields that support MG4 grassland vegetation communities. A third field (2.59 ha) supports MG5 grassland vegetation and should also be classified as lowland meadow or other lowland meadow (g3a6). SDDC Biodiversity Net Gain Guidance includes unimproved grassland as an irreplaceable habitat which includes MG4 and MG5 habitat types. The grasslands in the metric are valued at 184.64 units approximating to £4,616,000 pounds based on £25,000 per unit or under current pricing per unit for lowland meadow £35,476 (Biodiversity Units UK) to £6,550,288. The MG4/MG5 grassland may be the only remaining unimproved grasslands within the South Derbyshire district, with only one other known example. This is why these grasslands are considered irreplaceable. Problems also exist in mitigating/compensating for their loss, as this habitat is very hard to recreate and as such many BNG providers can’t provide this habitat type as they require effective traditional long-term management over a 30-year period.
Lowland meadow is a Habitat of Principal Importance. 
Pause in SLA Agreement for LWS
Due to budget constraints, the SLA for LWS monitoring and designation was paused but funds have been committed from the Ecological Emergency Fund to continue the SLA agreement with Derbyshire Wildlife Trust for LWS’s for the next financial year. 
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Ref DET ref Date Details Status
DMOT/2025/1448 DWTSOU1088-1 03/12/2025 DOC Gain Plan, HMMP, species Pending approval
enhancement

DMOT/2025/0601 DWTSOU1112-1 12/06/2025 DOC gain plan, HMMP, lighting Approved
DMOT/2025/0702 DWTSOU1153-1 01/07/2025 DOC badger survey, gain plan Approved
DMOT/2025/0348 DWTSOU1164-2a | 13/11/2025 Amended gain plan Approved
DMPA/2025/0420 DWTSOU1205-2b | 16/12/2025 DOC Gain Plan, HMMP Pending approval
DMPA/2024/1480 DWTSOU1211b 08/12/2025 Updated BNG info, gain plan Pending decision
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