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Introduction 
1. This Consultation Statement has been prepared to fulfil the legal obligations of the 

Neighbourhood Planning Regulations in accordance with the Localism Act 2011 for 
Willington Neighbourhood Plan. The legal basis of the statement is provided by Section 
15(2) of Part 5 of the 2012 Neighbourhood Planning Regulations which states that a 
consultation statement should: 

a) Contain details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the 
proposed Neighbourhood Plan; 

b) Explain how they were consulted; 

c) Summarise the main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted; 

d) Describe how those issues and concerns have been considered and, where 
relevant, addressed in the proposed Neighbourhood Plan 

Pre- Regulation 14 Consultation  
2. The decision to prepare a Neighbourhood Development Plan evolved during 2018. Earlier 

parish consultations had already established community concern regarding the impact of 
future development on traffic congestion, the erosion of village character, flooding and 
school provision, so the support for council action had already been established. 

3. An application to designate the parish as a neighbourhood plan area was submitted 
following public consultation and an open forum meeting in February 2019 which was 
attended by 120 people. Residents agreed to the principle of preparing a NDP and offered 
support in its preparation. Two sessions were held to accommodate members of the 
community.  The presentations took the form of a PowerPoint presentation (led by three 
NDP team members) along with a question and answer session and the opportunity to 
leave comments on issues for consideration. 
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Photo of 2019 village hall initial event 
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Posters and flyers for the initial event in 2019 
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4. Steered by the Parish Council, some 40+ residents volunteered to form discussion groups 
to identify the issues, challenges, wants, needs and desires for Willington in the next 15+ 
years.  

5. A more targeted event was held in May 2019 at the village hall inviting those who had 
already expressed an interest in engaging with the plan process for further discussion. The 
meeting was attended by 25 members of the public along with members of the NDP Group 
and comprised a review of the February presentation. Group discussions were on the 
broad topic issues already raised to identify which issues were NDP focused and which 
were normal Parish Council / District Council management issues. 

Presentation 2019 
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Willington Neighbourhood Plan Launch event May 2019 

 

6. Shortly after the May 2019 event an application was made to South Derbyshire for the 
designation of Willington Parish as a neighbourhood development area. There were also 
focus group meetings in September, November 2019 and January and February 2020. 
SDDCs call for sites in 2020, SDDCs Local Plan Part 1 Review and the proposal for the 
development of Axis 50 (a logistics centre based around the A50/A38 junction) focused 
the parish council on seeking to influence planning thinking for the village and the wider 
parish. 

7. Group discussions with the community focused on a range of issues, developing a vision 
for the village as a “thriving, safe and friendly village, where people can live work and play.  
A questionnaire was developed to seek community views on a range of issues and test 
out the conclusions arising from the current discussion. 

Advert in the village newsletter about the work on the neighbourhood plan 
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8. Covid interrupted the work but picked up again with a survey of all residents in Willington 
in 2021. A two-pronged approach was adopted, a paper based questionnaire that would 
be posted through every door in the village and an online version (accessible by QR code) 
which mirrored the printed version. The public were encouraged to complete the 
questionnaire (preferably online) which presented a range of issues asking the public 
whether they agreed or otherwise with statements such as the “need for new housing”, the 
“importance of good design” etc. The questionnaire was promoted through adverts around 
the village, local facebook groups and via the village newsletter.  Copies were also 
available at the post office, shops and doctor’s surgery with collection boxes for completed 
questionnaires at each. 

9. The questionnaire was launched on September 30th 2021, followed by an event at the 
village hall encouraging people to drop in and discuss the issues and complete the 
questionnaire. This was followed by a second drop in session, towards the end of the 
consultation period to ensure that the community had been reminded of the questionnaire 
and its importance to the future growth of the village. 

10. Approximately one third of households completed either the paper or online survey which 
provided some valuable insight into the thoughts of residents.  
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11. The findings were presented in the Village News in 2022 (see below) and formed the basis 
for the scope of the neighbourhood plan. 
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12. The community were provided with regular progress updates in the village newsletter (see 

Appendix B). 
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Regulation 14 Consultation 
13. The Regulation 14 consultation ran from 27th July until 20th September 2024; this was an 

8 week period to take account of the summer holidays.  

Consultation with the local community  
14. A range of methods were used to engage the local community with an online survey 

available on the PC web site and two drop-in sessions held during the 8 week consultation 
period.  

Adverts promoting the Regulation 14 consultation   
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15. A copy of the questionnaire and a summary of the WNP was hand delivered to every 
resident and local business using the same company who delivers the local newsletters. 
The posters advertising the consultation and the WNP summary were put on all notice 
boards with a link to where the plan could be read in full (see above).  

16. The survey and the summary WNP were promoted on the parish council face book page 
with link to the survey. The consultation was also promoted on other local facebook pages 
(Spotted Willington ). The survey and WNP summary were advertised in the Willington 
Newsletter.  

17. Paper copies of the Pre Submission Draft and the AECOM documents were placed in the 
doctor’s surgery and the post office for the duration of the consultation period.  

18. Local groups were invited to comment – via the doctor’s patient participation group, St 
Micheal’s Church Wardens, 1st Willington Scouts and Willington football team with 
information circulated comprehensively in the community. A parish council member, 
Rachel Tittley, is a governor at the primary school and and fed into the Pre Submission 
draft (before Reg 14) comments from the school.  
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19. Responses could be provided via a consultation response form on the website, or by filling 
in the survey form at the drop in. A link to the survey is here 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyvtlrYAhlBWWw2DiM0tpP6nu7ZtCmDoPI1
P5480AKJCwuIg/viewform?pli=1 and printed out in full at Appendix C.  

20. The survey provided a summary of the policy and asked respondents to say if they agreed 
or disagreed with it and to provide any other comments. 86 people completed the form – 
comments were grouped by theme and responses considered by the NPG. The WNP was 
amended where the comment provided additional information (this was particularly in 
relation to the primary school provision and factual details about footpath numbering etc). 
Issues raised were the same as those raised as part of the pre reg 14 consultation and 
were across the following themes. 

• Infrastructure (roads, schools) needed to be commensurate with housing growth  

• Traffic volumes and the capacity of roads in the centre of Willington and the impact 
on pedestrian safety 

• The need for better footpaths and cycle routes to connect Willington to Findern to 
make walking and cycling safer 

• The need for sheltered housing for older people  

21.  Analysis of all residents’ comments is available at 
https://www.willingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/neighbourhood-development-plan . It is also 
available at Appendix D. Email addresses from those attending the drop in and from the 
online responses (94 in all) were captured and permission has been sought for SDDC to 
contact them if necessary whilst complying with GDPR.  

22. Table 1 below shows the residents’ responses to the survey questions. The bar charts 
show that where people were asked if they agreed or disagreed with the policy approach, 
the overall response was very positive with resounding support for the policies in the WNP.  

 

Table 1 Residents’ Comments on the Pre-Submission Draft 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyvtlrYAhlBWWw2DiM0tpP6nu7ZtCmDoPI1P5480AKJCwuIg/viewform?pli=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyvtlrYAhlBWWw2DiM0tpP6nu7ZtCmDoPI1P5480AKJCwuIg/viewform?pli=1
https://www.willingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/neighbourhood-development-plan
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Policy 1 Infill Development 

 

Policy 2 Achieving Well Designed Places  

 

 

Policy 3 Protecting the Landscape Character  

 

 



Consultation Statement 16 

Policy 4 Protecting and Enhancing the Natural Environment  

 

Policy 5 Local Green Spaces 

 

Policy 6a Protecting and Enhancing Heritage Assets  
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Policy 6b Non-Designated Heritage Assets  

 

Policy 7a Housing to Meet Local Needs 

 

Policy 7b Housing Mix 
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Policy 7c Accommodation for Older People 

 

Policy 7d  Affordable Housing  

 

Policy 8 Protecting and Enhancing Community Facilities  
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Policy 9 Protecting the vitality and viability of Willington Centre 

 

Policy 10 Reducing the risk of Flooding 

 

Policy 11 Extending the Footpath and Cycle routes 
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Policy 12 Renewable Energy, Energy Efficiency and Low Carbon Technologies 

 

Policy 13 Mercia Marina 

 

Aspiration Policy 1 Regeneration of Willington Power Station  
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Community Aspirations 

Environmental Improvements to Willington Centre 

 

Providing EV charging points in public car parks  

 

Improving pedestrian access to Mercia Marina 
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Recognising the heritage significance of heritage assets in Willington 

 

Improving rail links to Crewe 

 

Ensuring housing growth is matched with provision of school places  

 

23. Note only 4 questions out of 20 had less then 80% support (when strongly agree and agree 
have been added together). Detailed analysis shows that for these 4 statements, 20% of 
responses were ‘don’t know’ and not ‘disagree’.   
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Statutory Consultees and other organisations 
24. SDDC provided a comprehensive list of statutory consultees who were emailed seeking a 

response to the Pre-Submission WNP. This list of statutory consultees is at Appendix A. 

25. Below are the written responses from the statutory consultees along with the NPG 
comment and indicating if and how the Plan was consequently amended. 

South Derbyshire District Council  

Section of 
the Plan 

Comments NPG Comments Amendments 
Made 

Policy 1 (3) 
Infill 
development 

Reference to infill 
development outside the 
settlement boundary needs 
to be aligned with SDDC 
policy BNE5 

Amended Y 
 

Policy 2 (5) 
iii 
Achieving 
well 
designed 
places 

It may not be viable for all 
major development to 
achieve pedestrian/cycle 
links 

‘where viable’ added  Y 

Policy 3 
Protecting 
Landscape 
Character 

Acknowledged that does not 
stop development but policy 
refers to landscape 
character and sensitivity but 
does not set out what the 
landscape character of each 
key view is.  

Significant Green Areas 
queries evidence used and 
suggests itis insufficient  

Descriptions to justify the 
key views are provided with 
the photos at appendix B. 
The descriptions have been 
expanded to provide more 
detail.  
 
The NPG does not have 
access to funds to 
commission separate 
landscape character studies 
but the evidence is drawn 
from DCCs LCA, the 
AECOM Design Code for 
the Parish and local 
knowledge. The policy 
seeks to provide clarity on 
the areas of open 
countryside that would be 
sensitive to development 
because their undeveloped 
character contributes to the 
rural character of Willington 
Parish. 
Text amended at para 100 
to reflect comments from 
SDDC on the Findern NP as 
well.  
 
This approach has been 
followed and successfully 

Y 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Y 
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Section of 
the Plan 

Comments NPG Comments Amendments 
Made 

examined in numerous 
neighbourhood plans across 
multiple local planning 
authorities for example see 
Scopwick and Kirkby Green 
NP in North Kesteven DC, 
Shirland and Higham, in 
North East Derbyshire DC, 
Bottesford NP in Melton BC,  
Misterton Review NP in 
Bassetlaw DC.  
The approach seeks to 
demonstrate those parts of 
the parish that have 
landscape significance, to 
provide additional local 
information. Where the 
significant green areas are 
in the settlement boundary 
they are open green spaces 
that reflect the rural 
character of the wider area. 
Section 12 provides a 
detailed explanation of this 
and concise locally gathered 
information to provide a 
better understanding of the 
landscape around the 
parish, to help inform future 
decisions. The community 
saw this as a way of 
ensuring SDDC took the 
sense of openness of these 
spaces into account when 
deciding future applications. 
The NPG have amended 
the Significant Green Areas 
north of the railway line to 
identify the areas as having 
medium and high landscape 
sensitivity. 

Policy 6 
Protecting 
and 
Enhancing 
Heritage 
Assets 

There should be clear 
evidence provided to justify 
local listing.  

Additional information has 
been provided at Appendix 
E using the criteria from 
Historic England at 
Appendix D. There has 
been liaison with the 
conservation officer at 
SDDC.  

Y 

Policy 7a 
 
 

The proposed wording of 
policy 7a goes beyond the 
requirements of Policy H1 

Amended to reflect SDDC 
policy  
 

Y 
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Section of 
the Plan 

Comments NPG Comments Amendments 
Made 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Flood risk 
assessment 
and 
infrastructure 
requirement  

with respect to development 
being contiguous with the 
development boundary – 
contiguous is not a word 
used regularly in policy.  

Not all applications will 
require flood risk 
assessment SDDC accord 
with NPF requirements. 

Not all developments 
require the provision of local 
infrastructure.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Policy wording amended 

Policy 7b 
Housing Mix  

Policy goes beyond 
requirements of H20 and 
SDDC suggest reference to 
Local Housing Needs 
Assessment.  

The Local Housing Needs 
Assessment document 
provides evidence to 
support a higher standard 
for accessible and 
adaptable and wheelchair 
user homes, this standard is 
applied in the draft LPP 1 
Review H20 and the 
evidence is used in this 
amended policy.   
 
Comparison with housing 
mix in LHNA provided.  

Y 

Para 172 Wording makes it unclear 
Confusion as to whether 
sites are being allocated  

 

Amended – no sites are 
allocated in the WNP.  
 
 
 

Y 

Policy 13 
Mercia 
Marina 

Clarity is sought on whether 
development is required to 
meet all criteria and not 
possible to ask for 
pedestrian access 
improvements for all 
applications at the marina.  

Wording of criteria 3 and 4 
merged with criteria 1. 
Criteria 5 amended.  

Y 

Comments 
on the 
design code  

 This was produced by urban 
designers with local input. 
The comments are useful 
and have been noted. The 
Design Code is used to 
inform the WNP but it is not 
part of the NP examination.  

N 

 
 
 



Consultation Statement 26 

Derbyshire County Council 
 

Section of 
the Plan 

Comments NPG Comments Amendments 
Made 

Overall  Comprehensive and well 
thought through 

Noted   
 

Community 
Objective 8  

Suggest this includes 
reference to retro fit to achieve 
net zero  

Agreed and amended  Y 

Policy 7b Ref should be to policy 7b not 
policy 7a in criteria 2  

Agreed and amended   Y 
 

Policy 7d 
Affordability   

NPPF has been updated no 
longer prescribed first homes 
split  

Policy 7d updated to reflect 
NPPF  

Y 

Para 179  Peacehaven Estate is in 
Willington Primary catchment  

Amended text, some children 
did get in to Willington school 
but some did not, it depends 
on age of children and capacity 
of that year group.  

 

Para 180 Says that this does not reflect 
DCC policy and that the S106 
planning contributions from 
the Peacehaven development 
was paid to DCC to expand 
provision at Willington Primary 
school  

Children do not get automatic 
places at Willington Primary 
School it depends on the age 
of the child.  

Y 

Policy 8 
Protecting 
and 
Enhancing 
Community 
Facilities  

Error in ref to policy 9 should 
be policy 8  

Amended  Y 

Policy 11 
extending 
footpaths 
and cycle 
routes  

Welcomes this policy but could 
add ref to Derbyshire key cycle 
network and local cycle 
network.  

Wording added to text and 
policy 

Y 

Section on 
renewable 
energy  

Well thought through Noted  NA 

Para 215 
and 216  

Ref to storage suggested Amended  Y 

Policy 12 
 

Refer to support for installation 
and storage of renewable 
energy  

Agree this is an important 
issue  

Y 
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Section of 
the Plan 

Comments NPG Comments Amendments 
Made 

Aspiration 
1 

Add role of former power 
station for renewable energy 
storage  

Amended Y 

Appendix A  Information provided on 
likelihood of second station 
(inconceivable), increase 
frequency on cross country 
service and bus route  

Information added Y 

 
 
National Gas Transmission 

Section of 
the Plan 

Comments NPG Comments Amendments 
Made 

 No specific comment to make   

 
 
National Grid  

Comments NPG 
comments 

Amendments 
Made 

The following assets are in the neighbourhood area 

  

 

Map provided for reference see below  

Noted the 
NP does 
not 
propose 
anything 
that would 
conflict 
with this 
use 

NA 
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Natural England 
Section of 
the Plan 

Comments NPG 
Comments 

Amendments 
Made 

General No specific comments to make Noted  NA 

 
Coal Authority  

Section of 
the Plan 

Comments NPG 
Comments 

Amendments 
Made 

General  No specific comments to make – area not 
within a defined coalfield  

Noted  NA 

 
Historic England  

Section of 
the Plan 

Comments NPG 
Comments 

Amendments 
Made 

General  If you have not already done so, we would 
recommend that you speak to the planning and 
conservation team at your local planning 
authority together with the staff at the county 
council archaeological advisory service who 
look after the Historic Environment Record. 
They should be able to provide details of the 
designated heritage assets in the area together 
with locally-important buildings, archaeological 
remains and landscapes. Some Historic 
Environment Records may also be available on-
line via the Heritage Gateway 
(www.heritagegateway.org.uk). It may also be 
useful to involve local voluntary groups such as 
the local Civic Society or local historic groups in 
the production of your Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

Noted the 
NPG have met 
with SDDCs 
conservation 
officer and 
sought 
guidance, 
reference has 
also been 
made to the 
Historic 
Environment 
Record  

NA 

 
Sports England 

Section of 
the Plan 

Comments NPG 
Comments 

Amendments 
Made 

General  No specific comments to make  Noted  NA 

 
 
Repton Parish Council 
 Section of 
the Plan 

Comments NPG 
Comments 

Amendments 
Made 

General  No specific comments to make  Noted  NA 
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Etwall Parish Council  
Section of 
the Plan 

Comments NPG 
Comments 

Amendments 
Made 

Para 139  Reference to the Freeport - provided more 
information on how Etwall PC are considering 
this matter in their NP – they will encourage use 
of rail for freight and public transport for 
workers and will push for access to the Freeport 
to be from the A50/A38 roundabout   

Noted  NA 

Para 213 Endorses Willington’s approach to establish 
pedestrian/cycleway between Willington and 
Etwall  

Noted NA 

 
 
National Highways  

Section of 
the Plan 

Comments NPG 
Comments 

Amendments 
Made 

General  The Neighbourhood Development area is 
bounded to the North and West by the A50 
trunk road and the A38 trunk road. 
We have reviewed the draft Neighbourhood 
Plan and note that it does not propose any 
new development sites beyond those already 
identified in the South Derbyshire Local 
Plan.  
We appreciate the emphasis placed on Section 
20, "Getting Around," in relation to 
Objective 7 of the Neighbourhood Plan. 
Specifically, the proposed enhancements to 
cycling and walking infrastructure and the 
initiatives aimed at promoting active travel 
within the area. These improvements align with 
the broader goals of creating healthier, 
more sustainable communities through 
increased physical activity and reduced reliance 
on cars. 
 

Noted  NA 
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Addendum - Supplementary Consultation 
26. An additional consultation phase was undertaken from 19th January until 6th March 2026.  

This was due to an omission in the Regulation 14 process that was identified by SDDC at 
the end of the Regulation 16 consultation. Some of the landowners for the Local Green 
Spaces had not been specifically notified. 

27. SDDC also provided the NPG with a land registry list to assist the NPG in being certain 
that all the landowners whose land was included in the Significant Green Areas were 
specifically consulted.  

28. The NPG also took the opportunity to reconsult with landlords and tenants on the proposal 
to identify their property as a non-designated heritage asset.  

29. The responses received below are from this additional consultation. Because some of the 
respondents headed their responses ‘Regulation 16’ consultation and others as 
‘supplementary consultation’ the Neighbourhood Plan Group requested that SDDC 
withdraw the Plan from the submission process on the 11th March. This enabled the 
NPG to consider these additional comments and amend the Plan accordingly before 
resubmitting (Regulation 15) to SDDC on 31st March 2026.  

30. In response to the NdHA letters 7 properties were removed from the list for submission. 

31. The letters for the supplementary consultation that include the LGS landowners, the SGA 
landowners or agents, and residents or landlords of the NDHA are at Appendix E. 

32. An additional Appendix J Assessment Matrix for Significant Green Areas has been added 
to the WNP for submission. 

Central England Cooperative  
Section of 
the Plan 

Comments NPG Comments Amendments 
Made 

General  These representations are 
submitted on behalf of Central 
England Co-operative Ltd in 
response to correspondence 
dated 15 January from the 
Parish Council inviting 
comments on the draft 
Neighbourhood Plan and the 
proposed designation of land 
within my client’s ownership as 
a Significant Green Area. The 
representation relates to our 
client’s interest at land South 
of Castle Way, 
Willington. 

Noted  NA 

Policy 1 The draft Willington 
Neighbourhood Plan is 
informed by a 2023 Housing 
Needs Survey which was 
updated in 2024. The 2023 

Para 63 and 65 have been 
added explaining the function 
of the HNA study and its 
contribution to preparing the 
policies in the WNP.  SDDC 

Y 
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Section of 
the Plan 

Comments NPG Comments Amendments 
Made 

Housing Needs Survey 
identifies a need for 171.7 
affordable rented homes and 
the demand for 91.9 affordable 
home ownership homes within 
the neighbourhood plan 
period. The 2024 report update 
provides an interim overall 
housing requirement as 
agreed by South Derbyshire 
District Council in the absence 
of a housing requirement being 
provided by them. The report 
recommends an overall 
housing need range of 212-
324 dwellings over the plan 
period 2022-2039 (262-374 net 
need minus 50 units on an 
existing allocated site). The 
report caveats this as stating 
that the eventual housing 
requirement from South 
Derbyshire for Willington could 
be higher or lower depending 
on the wider housing 
distribution strategy. Either 
way, the survey identifies a 
clear need for housing in 
Willington which is further 
strengthened by its 
identification as a Key Service 
Village in the Adopted and 
emerging Local Plan. 
However, the policy framework 
of the Neighbourhood Plan 
does not positively respond to 
this identified need. 

were unable to provide a HRF 
when requested in 2023 due 
to the stage of their own Local 
Plan Review but were 
supportive in the NPG 
identifying smaller sites within 
and on the edge of the 
settlement where this was in 
conformity with their LPP1 H1 
policy. The parish is 
constrained due to flood risk 
but the NPG did support 
development on the edge of 
the marina and on the land 
around Dale Farm. At the time 
of the site assessment work 
(2024) the landowners for 
Dale Farm were not supportive 
of having their site allocated 
and SDDC advised that 
expansion of the marina  
towards Willington was 
contrary to their Local Plan 
strategic policy. The NPG 
accept that additional 
development on sites adjoining 
the village are required and 
expect that there will be 
development adjoining the 
settlement boundary over the 
Plan period but that these 
locations will be identified as 
part of the review of Local Plan 
Part 1 and Part 2 which will be 
combined.   

 Proposed amendments to 
policy 1  
Outside the Settlement 
Boundary infill development 
will be limited to one or two 
dwellings to fill a small, 
restricted gap in an existing 
frontage within small groups of 
housing in accordance with 
LPP 2 BNE5 or exceptionally, 
where the proposal is 
adjoining the Settlement 
Boundary, for up to 25 
affordable dwellings as an 
exceptions or cross-subsidy 
site in accordance with LPP 
Part 1 H1 unless it is 
necessary to meet an 

The NPG did not consider it 
appropriate to add the wording 
as presented as it does not 
provide any limit to the size of 
development. However, 
development adjacent to the 
settlement boundary is now a 
separate criterion 4. Whilst the 
scale of growth (up to 25) 
remains in accordance with 
SDDC Local Plan policy the 
amended wording is 
considered more flexible and 
constructive.  

Y 
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Section of 
the Plan 

Comments NPG Comments Amendments 
Made 

identified district-wide housing 
need, or local housing need as 
evidenced through a 
housing needs survey. 
 

Policy 2 Policy 2 is sufficiently flexible 
to allow well-designed 
proposals to come 
forward without being unduly 
constrained by prescriptive 
locational or stylistic 
requirements. 
 

Noted NA 

Policy 3 By applying extensive 
Significant Green Area 
designations and view 
protections over large areas of 
potentially developable land, 
which is not supported by any 
robust evidence, Policy 3 risks 
preventing, rather than 
shaping, development, 
undermining housing delivery 
in a sustainable settlement, 
restricting the ability to bring 
forward sensitively designed 
schemes. 
It is recommended that the 
identification of Key Views be 
removed from the policy due to 
lack of robust evidence and 
justification. Alternatively, if 
evidence or justification can be 
provided, Policy 3 (1) and (2) 
should be modified in the 
following 
Amendments to policy 3  
proposed. 
 

The identification of 
Significand Green Areas and 
Key Views was not intended to 
block development but to 
provide additional local detail 
about the quality of the 
landscape and its sensitivity to 
development. The WNP had to 
be in general conformity with 
the Local Plan policies  and 
most of the SGAs are in the 
open countryside. Their 
designation was not intended 
to prevent sites being 
allocated as part of a local 
plan process rather it was to 
be used as a design led 
management tool as the 
respondent suggests. This has 
been clarified at para 103. 
With regard to the robustness 
of the landscape analysis 
please also see the response 
to SDDC page 25/26 above. 
The amended wording 
proposed by the respondent 
has been used in full. The SGA 
affecting the site has been 
reduced to focus on the areas 
of existing mature trees and 
hedgerows along the canal and 
the eastern boundary. 
Appendix J has been added to 
the WNP and this assessment 
matrix provides more 
information on the criteria 
used to make this assessment. 

Amended  
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Marrons  
Section of 
the Plan 

Comments NPG Comments Amendments 
Made 

General  Marrons is instructed by Brackley 
Property Developments (“the 
respondent(s)”) to act on its behalf in 
preparing these representations in 
response to the Willington 
Neighbourhood Development Plan (“the 
WNDP”) 2023 - 2041 Regulation 16 
Consultation. 
These representations pertain to our 
client’s interests at Axis 50. 

Noted  NA 

Objectives  The need to support commercial growth 
should be made clear and explicit. The 
inclusion of an additional objective 
would strengthen the Plan’s alignment 
with national planning policy and assist 
the Council in striking an appropriate 
balance between residential growth and 
future employment. In our view, the 
need to support commercial growth 
should be made clear and explicit. 
 

Objective 9 supports 
local facilities and 
Objective 10 supports 
the marina. The 
objectives are based 
on community 
consultation and the 
reference in the 
vision to a thriving 
village where people 
can live work and play  
reflects the type of 
economic activity 
valued by local 
people. A 
Neighbourhood Plan 
does not have to 
address all planning 
matters and focuses 
on the issues 
identified by local 
people.  

No 

Policy 3 Most of the site is in an area of medium 
landscape significance and the 
southeastern edge has a higher 
significance – queries use of word 
sensitivity in policy and distinction with 
significance, supports the analysis that 
the landscape north of the railway is 
less sensitive to development on the 
setting of the village. ‘Paragraph 97 
recognises, rightly, in our view, that the 
open countryside to the north of the 
railway line is increasingly distanced 
from Willington village’s settlement 
boundary and is in closer proximity to 
the major transport corridors of the A38 
and A50. The significance of this open 
space in contributing to the rural 
character of Willington parish is less.’ 
 
Considers that KV7 is not a key view 
but shows the boundary to development 

Difference between 
sensitivity and 
significance has been 
explained and the 
SGA map has been 
edited based on the 
comments and the 
area covering Axis 50 
has been amended 
and reduced. This is a 
design led 
management tool. 
The amended SGA 
boundaries are not 
intended to block 
future development 
and the NPG note 
that the indicative 
proposal for the Axis 
50 identified 

Y 
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Section of 
the Plan 

Comments NPG Comments Amendments 
Made 

 
The policy subtext suggests that the 
SGA designation is one which is 
intended to complement Policy BNE5 of 
LPP2. That reliance is misplaced. 
Indeed, Policy BNE5 grapples with 
development in rural areas more 
Generally. 
 
Absence of a landscape assessment 
matrix 
 

landscape buffers of 
trees and hedgerows 
and the 
accommodation of 
watercourses and 
planting for SuDs 
across the site. 
 
The amended 
wording of policy 3 (2) 
requires a 
proportionate 
approach. KV 7 does 
show the sense of 
openness as you 
approach Willington 
village from the north.  
An assessment Matrix 
has been provided 
based on the analysis 
by the NPG.   

Policy 4  
 
 
 
 
 

Policy 4 the Maps provided in support of 
Policy 4 (Maps 7a – 7c (inclusive)) are 
illegible, due to their low resolution. 
These should be enhanced and 
recaptured, for ease of reference. 
 
Policy 4 (2) Conflation of NPPF 
mitigation hierarchy and BNG 
requirements  
 

These maps will be 
put on the parish 
council website at 
higher resolution. 
 
Amended  

Y 

Policy 12 Add ‘where possible’ to ensure that the 
policy is applied proportionately and 
that, in practice, it takes into account 
viability and practicability 
considerations, 
 

Policy amended to 
start with ‘as 
appropriate to its 
scale, nature and 
location’ 

Y 

 

Rapleys on behalf of Mercia Marina  
Section of 
the Plan 

Comments NPG Comments Amendments 
Made 

Policy 3 SGA designation and associated 
Policy 3 could potentially be used to 
frustrate development in the 
designated areas. Since this 
includes land adjacent to the 
marina, it could unduly constrain 
the marina’s expansion plans. 
Part of the SGA encroaches onto 
land which is already covered by 
existing marina development 
(holiday lodges). 

The SGA is intended to be a 
design led management 
tool not a blocker to 
development. A review of 
the SGAs and in 
consideration of this 
response the SGA areas 
have been removed from 
the fields in question.  

Y 
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Section of 
the Plan 

Comments NPG Comments Amendments 
Made 

Policy 13   While the intention of Policy 13 is 
positive, the policy wording as 
currently drafted remains 
too narrow in scope and risks 
restricting the ability of the marina 
to respond to future 
economic, social and operational 
needs. In particular: 
• It does not explicitly support 
ancillary or complementary uses 
that could deliver long-term 
resilience, economic growth, or 
local social benefit; 
• It is insufficiently flexible to 
accommodate reasonable evolution 
or diversification of the marina, 
particularly where development 
remains well-related and sensitively 
designed 
beyond existing marina boundaries; 
• It does not recognise the need for 
policies to be adaptive to changing 
tourism and retail 
patterns, nor does it allow for 
innovation beyond existing tourism 
and hospitality uses; 
• One of the Marina’s key 
aspirations is to deliver retirement 
accommodation on adjacent land. 
This would not constitute stand-
alone residential development, but 
rather a natural and 
sustainable extension of the 
Marina’s existing function and 
community. Such a development 
would help address unmet local 
need and reflects national policy 
support for rural 
diversification, and a growing 
requirement for age appropriate 
housing in a well-connected, 
supported setting 
 

The community value the 
facilities provided by the 
marina. Land adjacent to 
the marina was put forward 
in the SHELAA and was 
included in the Willington 
Site Options and 
Assessment. However, it 
was not taken forward for 
assessment as it was 
unconnected to the 
settlement boundary of 
Willington village1 and 
would have been contrary 
to SDDCs settlement 
hierarchy policy LPP 1 H1.  
SDDC were unable to 
provide a housing 
requirement or need figure 
over and above allocations 
made as part of the 
adopted Local Plan Part 2, 
(which allocates a site for 
50 homes in Willington).  
For this reason, site 
allocation is not part of the 
WNP but the WNP will be 
reviewed in 5 years’ time at 
which point it may need to 
be amended to align with a 
new Local Plan approach 
which will see the 
combining of LPP 1 and LPP 
2 and which will allocate 
sites to meet local and 
district need. 
Policy 13 1a and 1b have  
been amended to take this 
response into account, to 
reflect the positive role the 
marina plays and the 
support in principle for 
development on the marina 
site whilst remaining in 
general conformity with 
SDDCs policies.  

Y 

 

Persimmon 

 
1 See Site Assessment and Options page 17 at 
https://www.willingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/uploads/240221-willington-site-options-and-assessment-final-
report.pdf?v=1721923986  

https://www.willingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/uploads/240221-willington-site-options-and-assessment-final-report.pdf?v=1721923986
https://www.willingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/uploads/240221-willington-site-options-and-assessment-final-report.pdf?v=1721923986
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Section of 
the Plan 

Comments NPG Comments Amendments 
Made 

Policy 3 
 

I confirm that Persimmon Homes 
partly owns SGA 20; the site forms 
the open space for our Land off 
Repton Road development which 
was granted planning permission 
in May 2014 (ref 9/2014/0018).  I 
note that the land to the west of 
our development is allocated in the 
South Derbyshire local plan for 
residential development of around 
50 dwellings (Policy H23 I).  Access 
to the allocation will be provided 
via a diversion of Kingfisher Lane; a 
plan showing the diversion is 
attached.   
  
The plans in the Neighbourhood 
Plan do not clearly show the 
boundary of the SGAs to enable 
confirmation as to whether the 
area of the access is included 
within it or not.  It is not considered 
that the proposed access road 
would conflict with the wording of 
Policy 3.1 of the emerging 
Willington Neighbourhood 
Plan.  The access forms a small 
proportion of the SGA and will be 
constructed between the drainage 
pond and the current edge of built 
development.  It would not result in 
an impact on landscape character 
or a reduction of the openness of 
the area.  However, it is suggested 
that it would provide clarity for all 
involved if the access were 
excluded from the SGA.  As an 
allocated site it will be important 
that the Neighbourhood Plan does 
not put in place any barriers to the 
delivery of the site; as you are 
aware, one of the basic conditions 
for the Plan is that it is general 
conformity with the strategic 
policies of the development plan 
 

Northern boundary of SGA 
17 (as renumbered on Map 
6) has been altered to align 
with the submitted access 
road . 

Y 
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Derbyshire County Council 
Section of 
the Plan 

Comments NPG 
Comments 

Amendments 
Made 

Policy 4 Conflated mitigation hierarchy and BNG  
Need to refer to Derbyshire’s Local Nature 
Recovery Strategy  
 
 
List of enhancement measures could be wider 
and refer specifically to veteran trees as they 
are an irreplaceable habitat. 
 
The parish is in the Heartwood Community 
Forest 

Amended 
 
Reference 
added in 
policy 
Policy 
Amended 
 
Added 

Y 

Policy 5 LGSs appear well justified and offer a mix of 
recreational, landscape and ecological value. 
LGS6b is a Locl Wildlife Site – care is required 
if access improvements are sought  

Ref to need 
for ecological 
assessment 
for any access 
improvements 
added in para 
before policy 
box. 

Y 

Protecting 
and 
enhancing 
heritage 
assets 

There is an emission in the plan in relation to 
archaeological heritage assets reference should 
be made to them Derbyshire historic 
environment record with respect to monuments. 
The plan should reference the extent of 
prehistoric archaeology. There is a large 
scheduled monument within the planet area. 
The HR record link is provided. The schedule of 
monument is located in local Green Space 
Areas 6a and 6b – and needs to be taken into 
account. 
 

The additional 
information 
on the 
evidence of 
prehistoric 
and other 
archeological 
evidence is 
added.  
Reference 
has been 
added to the 
location of the 
Scheduled 
Ancient 
Monument in 
relation to the 
Local Green 
Spaces.- see 
para 125 

Y 

Community 
facilities  

Updated information provided about the number 
of school places in the catchment of Willington 
primary school and the process by which places 
are allocated. 

Additional 
information 
has been 
added at para 
182 

Y 

Reducing 
the risk of 
flooding 

Request that sustainable drainage systems is 
added to policy 10 

Amended Y 

Renewable 
energy  

Welcome to the fact that many of the 
Comments on renewable energy in the Pre 
submission draft have been addressed. 
Request that renewable energy generation is 
included as a separate criteria and also 

Additional 
criteria added 
to policy 12 
(3) and 12 
(50 amended  

Y 
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Section of 
the Plan 

Comments NPG 
Comments 

Amendments 
Made 

specified in retrofit development to ensure a 
more proactive approach to energy generation. 

 

Dale Farm Letter 
Section of 
the Plan 

Comments NPG Comments Amendments 
Made 

Site WNP2 Our clients own the land 
annotated in the ‘Willington 
Neighbourhood Plan – Site 
Options 
and Assessment’ dated February 
2024 as ‘Site WNP2 – Land at 
Dale Farm, Findern Lane’ 
Although it was not considered 
appropriate for allocation at the 
time, primarily because its 
availability was uncertain The 
current owners of the site are now 
looking to bring it forward for 
development and have requested 
that we inform yourselves in 
relation to the potential for the land 
to be allocated within the emerging 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

Whilst this site did seem 
suitable because it was not 
available it could not be 
taken forward for public 
consultation.  The NP is now 
at an advanced stage and 
does not include site 
allocations. The NPG 
consider that the site 
assessment was positive 
about this site but are 
unable to allocate it through 
the NP process now that 
ownership has changed. 
The NP text has been 
amended to show that it is 
now available.   

Y 
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Appendix A Contact List of Statutory Consultees 
 

MP Heather Wheeler  
Neighbouring Parish Council  
Findern 
Repton 
Eggington 
Etwall 
Burnaston 
Twyford and Stenson 

 
Derbyshire County Council    
The Coal Authority   
The Homes and Community Agency    
Natural England   
Environment Agency   
Historic England   
Network Rail  
Highways England   
Western Power    
Severn Trent   
Severn Trent   
Centrica (Energy )    
Three Mobile    
Vodafone and O2 Mobile    
Derby and Derbyshire Integrated Care Board    
South Staffs Water   
Avison Young (National grid )   
National Grid    
Severn Trent   
Historic England   
Sport England   
South Derbyshire CVS     
Primary Care Network Willington GP surgery     
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Appendix B Newsletters Advising of Progress 
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Appendix C Regulation 14 Resident’s Survey  
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Appendix D Summary of Responses from the Community  
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The excel file is available to view at https://www.willingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/pre-submission-draft-willington  

https://www.willingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/pre-submission-draft-willington


 

 79 

Appendix E Supplementary Consultation Letters 
Non-designated Heritage Asset Consultation Letter January 16th 2026 
 
Dear Sir / Madam, 
 
In March 2025 a letter was hand delivered to the property that you have an ownership connection 
with. This letter is a further formal consultation to ensure that all individuals and organisations with a 
legal or financial interest in the property are fully informed. 
 
Willington Parish Council is preparing a Neighbourhood Development Plan covering the period to 
2040. The Plan considers housing, environment, community facilities, transport and local heritage. 
 
As part of this process, your property has been identified as a proposed ‘Non-Designated Heritage 
Asset’. This reflects the contribution the building makes to the historic character, rural setting and/or 
transport heritage of the Parish. 
 
This designation ‘does not mean the building is listed’ and does ‘not remove permitted development 
rights’. There is no additional planning control placed on the property. Where planning permission is 
required, the designation simply ensures that the contribution the building makes to local character is 
considered as part of the planning balance. 
 
We would like to include your property in the Neighbourhood Plan. However, if you would like further 
information, wish to comment, or would prefer that the property is not included, please contact us 
using the details below. Any request for removal will be respected. 
 
A full copy of the entire Willington Neighbourhood Plan can be found on the council website 
https://www.willingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/neighbourhood-development-plan.  A copy of Map 8b is 
attached showing all proposed heritage assets. 
 
Please respond by Friday 6 March 2026. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
John Houghton 
Chair – Willington Neighbourhood Plan Group 
 
 
John.Houghton@WillingtonPC.org.uk | 07827 447 156 
Clerk@WillingtonPC.org.uk | 07976 230 669 
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SGA Landowners Consultation Letter January 16th 2026 
  
 
 
Dear Sir / Madam, 
 
Willington Parish Council is preparing the Willington Neighbourhood Development Plan in accordance 
with the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended), the Neighbourhood Planning (General) 
Regulations 2012 (as amended), and national planning policy. 
 
A Strategic Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment (SHELAA) and a local Call for Sites 
were undertaken during 2024. Using the submitted sites and supporting feasibility analysis, a draft 
Neighbourhood Development Plan was prepared. Public and statutory consultation on the draft Plan 
was carried out during early 2025 in accordance with Regulation 14 of the Neighbourhood Planning 
(General) Regulations 2012. 
 
This letter constitutes a further formal notification to all known landowners and organisations with a 
legal or financial interest in land identified in the draft Plan as a Significant Green Area (SGA). It 
provides an additional opportunity to review the draft Neighbourhood Development Plan as a whole 
and to make representations in respect of land proposed for SGA designation. 
 
Significant Green Areas are locally defined through the Neighbourhood Development Plan to identify 
land that makes an important contribution to the character, setting, function and environmental 
quality of the Parish. SGA designation is intended to guide future decision-making by recognising the 
role such land plays within the settlement, while not carrying the same policy status as Local Green 
Space designation under national planning policy. 
 
The draft Willington Neighbourhood Development Plan, including policies, supporting evidence and 
mapping identifying all proposed Significant Green Areas, is available to view at: 
https://www.willingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/neighbourhood-development-plan 
 
The Neighbourhood Development Plan will be submitted to South Derbyshire District Council under 
Regulation 15 and will subsequently be subject to independent examination under Regulation 16. All 
duly made representations will be forwarded to the independent examiner for consideration. 
 
We therefore invite representations on the draft Neighbourhood Development Plan and on the 
proposed Significant Green Area designation of land in which you have an interest. Representations 
should focus on whether the Plan meets the basic conditions and is consistent with national planning 
policy. 
 
Please submit any representations by Friday 6 March 2026. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
John Houghton 
Chair – Willington Neighbourhood Plan Group 
For and on behalf of Willington Parish Council 
 
Contact: 
John.Houghton@WillingtonPC.org.uk | 07827 447 156 
Clerk@WillingtonPC.org.uk | 07976 230 669 
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LGS Landowners Consultation Letter January 16th 2026 
 
Dear Sir / Madam, 
 
The Willington Neighbourhood Development Plan is being prepared by Willington Parish Council in 
accordance with the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended), the Neighbourhood 
Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended), and national planning policy. 
 
A Strategic Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment (SHELAA) and a local Call for Sites 
were undertaken during 2024. These processes invited landowners, developers and statutory bodies 
to submit land for consideration as part of the evidence base for the Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
Using the submitted sites and associated feasibility analysis, a draft Willington Neighbourhood 
Development Plan was prepared. The draft Plan was subject to public and statutory consultation in 
early 2025 in accordance with Regulation 14 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 
2012. 
 
This letter constitutes a further formal notification to all known landowners and organisations with a 
legal or financial interest in land that has been identified within the draft Plan as Local Green Space 
(LGS). It provides an additional opportunity to review the draft Neighbourhood Plan as a whole and to 
submit representations in respect of land proposed for LGS designation. 
 
Local Green Space designation is provided for under national planning policy and may be applied 
through neighbourhood plans where land is demonstrably special to a local community, is local in 
character, and is not an extensive tract of land. Designation affords a level of protection consistent 
with Green Belt policy, while allowing for appropriate management and use of the land. 
 
The draft Willington Neighbourhood Development Plan, including policies, supporting evidence and 
plans identifying all proposed Local Green Spaces, is available to view at: 
https://www.willingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk/neighbourhood-development-plan 
 
The Neighbourhood Plan will be submitted to South Derbyshire District Council under Regulation 15, 
and will subsequently be subject to independent examination under Regulation 16. All duly made 
representations will be submitted to the independent examiner for consideration. 
 
We therefore invite you to make any representations on the draft Plan and the proposed Local Green 
Space designation of land in which you have an interest. Representations should focus on whether 
the Plan meets the basic conditions and is consistent with national planning policy. 
 
Please submit any comments by Friday 6 March 2026. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
John Houghton 
Chair – Willington Neighbourhood Plan Group 
 
For and on behalf of Willington Parish Council 
 
Contact: 
John.Houghton@WillingtonPC.org.uk | 07827 447 156 
Clerk@WillingtonPC.org.uk | 07976 230 669 
 
 


