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Dear Clare Wilkins 

 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) (ENGLAND) ORDER 2015  

ARTICLE 18 CONSULTATION WITH HIGHWAY AUTHORITY 
 

PROPOSAL: proposed modifications to the Reg 19 South Derbyshire Local 

Plan Part 1 review (publication version)  

LOCATION: South Derbyshire 

 

 

The Highway Authority are in receipt of a consultation regarding proposed 

modifications to the Reg 19 South Derbyshire Local Plan Part 1 review.   

 

The South Derbyshire District Council Local Plan Part 1 Review 2022-2041 was 

published in 2025 and comments were provided by Derbyshire County Council on 25th 

April 2025. 

 

The Council now wishes to make amendments to the publication version of the Local 

Plan based on further representations and evidence. 

 

Following a review of the proposed amendments, the Highway Authority does not have 

any immediate comments or concerns on the proposed changes.   

 

It is noted under Policy STRA2 that it has been demonstrated through HMA modelling 

evidence that a new link road between the A516 and A38 will be required as part of 

the comprehensive development of the site.   

 



 

CONTROLLED 

We would accept the principle of providing a new link road between the A516 and the 

A38 Findern Roundabout junction as part of the comprehensive development of the 

site and the wider South Derby Integrated Transport Link. 

 

The link road has been included in the Local Plan in response to the HMA transport 

modelling evidence, which demonstrates that it is necessary to support the proposed 

strategic development. The modelling indicates that the road would improve 

connectivity to the wider highway network, provide greater route choice and reduce 

the impact of development traffic on local roads through Mickleover, including The 

Hollow, Staker Lane, Havenbaulk Lane, Brierfield Way and Etwall Road. It is intended 

to be designed as a local distributor road, with appropriate provision for public 

transport and active travel. 

 

The detailed alignment and design, and phasing of the link road will need to be 

developed and agreed with the Highway Authority through the subsequent planning 

application process. 

 

The detailed funding and delivery arrangements are matters for SDDC, as Local 

Planning Authority, to set out through the Local Plan process.  

 

However, DCC would expect a clear and deliverable mechanism to be established, 

with DCC’s preference that delivery of the link road is secured through an appropriately 

worded planning condition, rather the S106 contributions and timed to ensure that the 

infrastructure is in place at the appropriate stage of the development. 

 

There is an increase in housing allocation within the amendments which will need to 

be considered within the HMA Transport Strategy Group and potential further 

modelling undertaken to assess the potential highway impacts of the amended 

strategic housing and employment allocations and understand any additional 

infrastructure changes or mitigation associated with these changes.   

 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Neil Coleman 

Transport Development Management 
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South Derbyshire District Council 

By email 

  

 
 

Claire Brailsford 
Executive Director - Place 
County Hall 
Matlock  
Derbyshire   
DE4 3AG 

 
 

Telephone:  
Ask for: Clare Wilkins 
Email: planning.policy@derbyshire.gov.uk 

Our Ref: SDDC_REG19/CW  

Your Ref:  
Date:   16th June 2026 
 

Dear Officers, 

 

Regulation 19 Addendum: Proposed Modifications to South Derbyshire Local Plan 

Part 1 Review Publication Version (2022-2041) 

 

Thank you for your consultation.  Derbyshire County Council (DCC) welcomes the 

opportunity to comment on this document. Derbyshire County Council appreciates the 

modifications that have been proposed in response to the County’s comments. The 

County has the following comments on the specific modifications.  

 

Modification PM3 and PM4 
It is noted that the proposed modifications extends the local plan period from 2041 to 2042 
and increases the housing number over this period from 14,500 to 15,263.  This is based 
on the standard methodology and an uplift of 763 dwellings to account for the additional 
year added to the plan period. However, it is considered that the remaining text of PM3 
as currently in the Reg 19 Plan, should provide additional clarification of how the Districts 
housing requirement has been calculated by making refence to the calculation for this 
requirement as set out in a Housing Position Paper published by SDDC in March 2025, 
which concludes at paragraph 10 as below. The provision of the figures and explanation 
of how Derby City’s unmet need has been taken into account in the local plan’s housing 
requirement from paragraph 10 in the supporting text of PM3 would provide more clarity.  
 
10. The process for calculating housing need using the standard method is set out in the 
NPPG Housing and economic needs assessment - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk). The standard 
method currently gives an annual requirement of 581 dwellings,  as opposed the Local 
Plan based annual target of 742. However, the Local Plan target includes part of the need 
generated within Derby City whilst the standard method does not (see paragraph 1: This 
target includes a contribution of 3,013 dwellings towards meeting some of Derby City’s 
housing need). It has, therefore, been determined that the South Derbyshire five year 
housing land supply should be calculated using both the Local Plan target and the housing 
need figure derived using the standard method. Although the emerging Local Plan carries 
little weight at this stage, the housing land supply has also been calculated using the 
proposed requirement for the plan period 2022-2041 (763 homes per annum). 
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Modification PM10 
The proposed modifications increase the requirement of a primary school from 2 FE to 
2.5 FE to allow for the increase in housing numbers. DCC welcomes this amendment. 
 
In addition to the primary school, as per Derbyshire County Council’s Developer 
Contributions Protocol, contributions would also be required for other infrastructure, as 
necessary. It is noted that policy INF1 covers this topic and makes reference to SDDC’s 
Planning Obligation’s Supplementary Planning Document. This document outlines that 
contributions in relation to the County are to be requested as per Derbyshire County 
Council’s Developer Contributions Protocol.  
 
 

Modification PM21 
Proposed modification to policy STRA2 commits to the delivery of a link road due to the 
outcome of the recent HMA Transport Modelling. DCC would accept the principle of 
providing a new link road between the A516 and the A38 Findern Roundabout junction as 
part of the comprehensive development of the site and the wider South Derby Integrated 
Transport Link. 
 

The link road has been included in the Local Plan in response to the HMA transport 
modelling evidence, which demonstrates that it is necessary to support the proposed 
strategic development. The modelling indicates that the road would improve connectivity 
to the wider highway network, provide greater route choice and reduce the impact of 
development traffic on local roads through Mickleover, including The Hollow, Staker Lane, 
Havenbaulk Lane, Brierfield Way and Etwall Road. It is intended to be designed as a local 
distributor road, with appropriate provision for public transport and active travel. 
 
The detailed alignment and design, and phasing of the link road will need to be developed 
and agreed with the Highway Authority through the subsequent planning application 
process. 
 
The detailed funding and delivery arrangements are matters for SDDC, as Local Planning 
Authority, to set out through the Local Plan process.  
 
However, DCC would expect a clear and deliverable mechanism to be established, with 
DCC’s preference that delivery of the link road is secured through an appropriately worded 
planning condition, rather than S106 contributions and timed to ensure that the 
infrastructure is in place at the appropriate stage of the development. 
 
The precise trigger points, linked to housing completions, should be informed by the 
transport evidence and agreed with DCC through the planning application process. 
 
 

Modification PM35 
It is noted that this modification proposes to add the words “where possible” to the end of 
policy SD6 criteria G(ii).  
 
The NPPF outlines that planning policies should contribute to and enhance the natural 
and local environment by recognising the economic and other benefits of the best and 
most versatile agricultural land. Government Guidance outlines how development 
proposals on agricultural land should be assessed.  
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The Planning Inspectorate’s Lullington Appeal Decision dated 21st July 2023 (attached), 
outlines the site selection process that should take place, to avoid the development being 
located on best and most versatile agricultural land. It is therefore considered that the 
policy should be clearer on the process for site selection to avoid this taking place i.e. 
what is the sequential test that the District Council would expect the developer to 
undertake in respect of avoiding best and most versatile agricultural land? 
 
This issue is again picked up in Policy BNE4: Landscape Character and Distinctiveness 
which outlines in criteria G that the Council will seek to protect soils that are ‘best and 
most versatile’ and therefore the inclusion of “where possible” in policy SD6 is at odds 
with the intent of policy BNE4(G). Para 9.46 goes into some detail regarding mitigation 
measures that might be carried out but it might be useful to include further detail regarding 
the expected site selection process. 
 
It is noted that this issue also relates to policy SD6(E) which also references “where 
possible” in relation to solar development on best and most versatile agricultural land. 
It is noted that the Sustainability Appraisal accompanying the proposed modifications 
retains policy SD6 assessment as “Plan option or site development addresses the majority 
of/all decision making criteria (e.g. does not lead to the loss of greenfield land/areas of 
best and most versatile agricultural land (grades 1-3).” 
 
Derbyshire County Council has concerns that the additional wording of “where possible” 
in policy SD6 may result in the loss of best and versatile agricultural land, and therefore 
the Sustainability Appraisal does not accurately reflect the position. 
 

 

I hope the above comments are helpful and wish you all the best with your Local Plan 

review. Please contact my officer, Clare Wilkins, if you wish to discuss this matter or 

require any further information or details.  

 

 

Yours sincerely  

 

 

 

Clare Wilkins on behalf of 

 

 

Claire Brailsford 

Interim Executive Director - Place 

 

 

Countryside Service (Place) 

Sustainable Travel (Place) 

Highways Development Control (Place) 

Strategic Planning (Place) 

Education Planning (Childrens Services) 

Adult Social Care and Health 
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