[image: image2.png]




Proposed Public Spaces Protection Order
Evidence of need Document
	Details of the 3 Year Order


	South Derbyshire District Council is considering issuing a new Public Spaces Protection Order for Swadlincote Town Centre under section 59 of the Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 (“the Act"). The existing Order expired on 16th June 2026.

Public spaces protection orders (PSPOs) are intended to deal with a particular nuisance or problem in a particular area that is detrimental to the local community’s qualify of life, by Imposing conditions on the use of that area which apply to everyone. They are designed to ensure the law-abiding majority can use and enjoy public spaces, safe from anti-social behaviour.
Any breach of the prohibitions/ requirements listed below could be subject to enforcement by Fixed Penalty Notice for individuals aged 18 years and over. For juveniles other ASB disposals will be used, so for example warning letters, Acceptable Behaviour Contracts, Community Protection Notice Warnings (If over 16 years old). 

A PSPO can include multiple restrictions, and enforcement can be undertaken by Council Officers (Community Safety Enforcement Officers), Police Officers and Police Community Support Officer’s 



	Highlighted Issue/s
	Anti-Social behaviour involving street drinkers and groups of youths congregating at identified ‘hot spot’ locations throughout Swadlincote town centre. The hotspot locations include the following areas:
· High Street

· Ernest Hall Way  

· Eureka Park

· The Odeon Cinema at the Pipeworks

· McDonalds restaurant, Belmont Street

· Morrison’s Supermarket

· Sainsbury’s Supermarket

· B&M

· The Delph, - Outside the Town Hall, 

· Midland Road and Lower Midland Road

· Rink Drive and Rink Passage covering the Adult Education Centre and Connexions


	Area Affected (specific)
	Swadlincote Town Centre, as per Map below 
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	Background to the issue 


	Swadlincote town centre suffers from incidents of anti-social behaviour pre-dominantly from groups of young people aged 10-17yrs but also from adults most notably through shop-lifting offences and through street drinking. The behaviour of the young people includes shouting and swearing, being abusive to shop staff and customers, climbing on the roofs of shops and causing nuisance on e-scooters, bikes and skateboards. 

This behaviour can have a significant and debilitating effect on those living, working and visiting the area.

Incidents of ASB in the town centre attract complaints from a wide variety of sources. Interventions have been implemented both in terms of the individuals involved and the locations themselves including Warning letters, Acceptable Behaviour Contracts, Community Protection Warnings and Notices, Police Dispersal Powers being implemented, arrests for disorderly behaviour, the target hardening of business premises and increased CCTV within the Town Centre and Eureka Park.

After discussing the issues with the local Police Inspector, it is believed that the continuation of a PSPO within the area identified is still required as it provides a valuable additional tool to enable enforcement measures to be taken for those occasions where the criminal threshold has not been met.  
Statement from South Division Inspector Leanne Craig:-

The proposed geographical area covered by this Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO) is Swadlincote Town Centre. The town centre continues to be a focal point of the local community and has benefited from significant investment and regeneration in recent years, with further improvements planned and underway. It is not only a hub for retail and hospitality but also a key community space used for organised events, activities and public gatherings. The area also provides essential access routes to important services, including Council offices and the NHS walk-in centre, and is therefore regularly used by vulnerable individuals and families accessing these services. 
Despite these positive developments, Swadlincote Town Centre continues to experience persistent issues relating to anti-social behaviour involving both adults and young people. These behaviours include, but are not limited to, street drinking, theft, criminal damage, public disorder, intimidation, and behaviour causing harassment, alarm or distress to residents, businesses and visitors. Such activity undermines public confidence, negatively impacts businesses, and detracts from the use and enjoyment of the town centre by the wider community. 
Previous partnership work, including the implementation of a problem management plan, demonstrated that a PSPO is an effective and proportionate tool in reducing anti-social behaviour and supporting enforcement activity. While regeneration and community engagement remain central to long-term improvement, enforcement powers continue to be necessary to address individuals whose behaviour persists and escalates without intervention. The absence of such powers risks a renewed increase in disorder, which would undermine recent progress and investment. 
Derbyshire Constabulary fully support the application for a renewed PSPO for Swadlincote Town Centre. The continuation of this order will assist in maintaining a safe, welcoming and accessible environment, ensuring the town centre remains open for business, supports community confidence, and continues to serve as a positive and attractive space at the heart of Swadlincote. 

  

	Statistical Data

The area the proposed PSPO will cover (Swadlincote Centre LSOA) is by far the number one ASB hotspot area in the district. A total of 83 ASB incidents were reported in 2025-26, the second highest area reported 46 incidents.

In March 2026 there were a total of 17 reported incidents, which is the highest monthly amount in a single month for the past 2 years, this was mainly due to an increased number of young people gathering and causing a nuisance in the town centre.
The town centre has also seen a significant increase in Public Disorder Offences over the last 12 months, with a total increase of 26.6%.

 We know from historical figures that ASB incidents will rise during the summer months and this is why we would like to have a PSPO in place to tackle and reduce further ASB in these coming months when we have more footfall /events in the Town Centre areas and more groups gather due to good weather and the summer holidays.



	This issues are considered to be:
· Behaviour is having a detrimental effect on the quality of life in the area.

	· Issues are Persistent and Ongoing.

	· Issues are unreasonable.



	The following conditions are proposed to tackle the issue through a Public Spaces Protection Order:


	PROHIBITIONS
	REQUIREMENTS
	WHEN

	No person shall loiter as an individual or in a group if they are causing or likely to cause anti-social behaviour (ASB). If asked to disperse on instruction of a Police Officer, Police Community Support Officer or authorised officer (from South Derbyshire District Council) individuals must not return to the area for a period of 24 hours.

	For an individual or a group congregating within the PSPO area to disperse on instruction of a PC, PCSO or authorised officer and not to return for a period of 24 hours.
	Anytime

	No person will use a skateboard, scooter, pedal cycle, includes those power assisted, or any mechanically propelled vehicle in such a manner as to cause damage to property or that causes or is likely to cause intimidation, harassment, alarm, distress, nuisance or annoyance to any person.
	
	Anytime

	No person shall consume alcohol or have any unsealed vessels containing alcohol in their possession. 
***A PSPO will not restrict the consumption of alcohol where the premises or its curtilage is licensed for the supply of alcohol.

	For any person who continues drinking intoxicating liquor in the PSPO area when asked to desist by a Police Officer, Police Community Support Officer or authorised officer or fails to surrender any intoxicating liquor in his possession when asked to do so by a Police Officer, Police Community Support Officer or authorised officer. This will not restrict the consumption of alcohol where the premises or its curtilage is licensed for the supply of alcohol. 
	Anytime


	No person shall urinate or defecate in a public place other than in a public toilet.
	
	Anytime
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