Duty to Cooperate Statement of Common Ground 
Between Erewash Borough Council and Derby Housing Market Area at 29/11/2022
The strategic cross boundary issue between Erewash Borough Council and the Derby Housing Market Area Authorities is housing distribution.
The agreed position of the Derby HMA officers is that the Derby HMA authorities remain committed to seeking further agreement with Erewash Borough Council in relation to the cross-boundary matter of housing distribution, but that pending further development of their land use strategy, they are not yet in a position to further progress the wording of the Statement of Common Ground. 
Update as at 4/7/2025
Since the publication of the last statement in 2022, the HMA Authorities and Erewash Borough Council have continued to co-operate through regular meetings and in consultation on each of our plans with one another. This has been constructive and meaningful. Erewash officers frequently attend Derby HMA Strategy meetings and together take part in cross boundary groups which meet regularly to discuss and progress strategic planning matters.
There remain cross boundary points of specific detail such as Highway and School provision implications where development in Erewash has material impacts upon infrastructure beyond the borough’s administrative boundary.
Detailed work on the Housing Market Area for both the Derby HMA and Erewash Borough Council[footnoteRef:1] area has been conducted. [1:  CD3a Erewash, Nottingham Core Housing Market Area Statement of Common Ground] 

Assessments have been undertaken which considered the HMA geography of the Derby HMA, and identified it as comprising Derby City Council, South Derbyshire District Council and Amber Valley Borough Council.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Derby HMA Boundary Study; Derby Housing Market Area Growth Options Study;  Derby and South Derbyshire Local Housing Needs Assessment 2023; Derby HMA Sustainability Appraisal of Housing Options 2024] 

This view was confirmed by the Amber Valley Examiners Letter of 7th of January 2025[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Amber Valley Examination Post Hearings Letter 7.1.25] 

Therefore, whilst Erewash Borough Council is outside the Derby HMA area, it is within the Functional Economic Area of Derbyshire, as well as Nottinghamshire.[footnoteRef:4] We therefore discuss a wide range of strategic planning matters together. [4:  Derby and South Derbyshire ELR - Main Report] 

We have engaged cooperatively on the content of the Erewash examination as it progresses, as Erewash have with the Amber Valley’s ongoing examination. This will continue to be the case as the South Derbyshire and Derby City Local Plans are developed. 
The HMA Authorities agree that the Duty to Co-operate between the Derby HMA and Erewash Borough Council has been met. 
For reference the Derby HMA Authorities have also published a statement of common ground covering duty to co-operate matters between Derby City, Amber Valley and South Derbyshire Councils, which is regularly updated[footnoteRef:5].  [5:  Statement of Common Ground, Derby City HMA 2024] 

