
Q: How do I tell the difference between a wasp and a bee? 
Wasps and bees are easily confused from a distance or without close examination. However, there are 
many different characteristics that can be used to identify them: 

 

CHARACTERISTICS: Coat/ 
Colour 

Size Nest 
preference 

Food Habits 

 
 

HONEYBEE 

 
Furry 

(short hair) 
 

Black or 
brown 

intermixed 
with amber 

 
Queen: 
1.6cm-
1.8cm 

 
Worker: 
1.2cm-
1.4cm 

 

 
Hollow 
Trees 

 
Roofs 

 
Wall 

cavities 
 

 
 
 

Nectar 
from 

flowers 

 
Gentle natured 

 
Dies after stinging 

 
Swarms in Spring 

and Summer 

 
 

BUMBLEBEE 

 
Furry 

(long hair) 
 
 

Black and 
yellow 

 
Queen: 

2cm-3cm 
 

Worker: 
0.8cm- 

2cm 
 

 
 
 

Cavities 
in soil 

 
 
 

Nectar 
from 

flowers 

Gentle natured 
 

Reluctant to sting 
 

Does not swarm 
 

Seen from Spring 
until late Autumn 

 

 
 

SOLITARY BEE 

 
 

Furry 
(short hair) 

 
 

Vary in 
colour 

 
 

Various 
sizes. 

Generally 
smaller than 
honeybees 

 
Mortar 

between 
bricks 

 
Sandy soil 

 
Soft 

cement 

 
 
 

Nectar 
from 

flowers 

 
Gentle natured 

 
Rarely stings 

 
Does not swarm 

 
Can appear as early 

as March 

 
 

WASP 

 
Little or no 

hair 
 
 

Bright 
yellow and 

black 

 
Queen: 
About 
2cm 

 
 

Worker: 
1.2cm- 
1.8cm 

 
Lofts/attics 

 
Wall 

cavities 
 

Hollow 
trees/ 

bushes 

 
Insects 

 
Sugary 
drinks 

 
Food 
waste 

Aggressive natured 
 

Stings readily and 
repeatedly 

 
Does not swarm 

 
Common in late 

Summer 

 
 

HORNET 

 
 

Some hair 
 
 

Chestnut 
brown and 

yellow 

 
Queen: 
About 
3.5cm 

 
 

Worker: 
2cm- 
3cm 

 
 

Tree trunks 
 

Hollow 
walls 

 
Attics 

 
 
 
 

Mainly 
insects 

Only stings when 
provoked 

 
Can bite and sting at 

the same time 
 

Does not swarm 
 

Seen between May 
and September 

 
 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=bumblebee&start=382&hl=en&safe=active&biw=1920&bih=858&tbm=isch&tbnid=Z_hYKyLScuxu7M:&imgrefurl=http://www.doeni.gov.uk/niea/biodiversity/local_nature_reserves/craigavon_lakes.htm&docid=YdJQpBr6vvWUeM&imgurl=http://www.doeni.gov.uk/niea/white-tailed-bumblebee.jpg&w=400&h=300&ei=QpwWUN6eIMmt0QX84ID4DA&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=967&vpy=504&dur=1903&hovh=194&hovw=259&tx=122&ty=117&sig=114972200747063044881&page=7&tbnh=128&tbnw=177&ndsp=62&ved=1t:429,r:25,s:382,i:83
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=WASP&start=113&num=10&hl=en&safe=active&biw=1920&bih=858&tbm=isch&tbnid=WGp1dHuoU0gE_M:&imgrefurl=http://paperwasps.blogspot.com/&docid=ilwQwqP3PzQHXM&imgurl=http://img.photobucket.com/albums/v80/harnett65/album 7/wasp1.jpg&w=323&h=403&ei=-pEWUMeJGKmr0QWs8oCoBg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=354&vpy=404&dur=3760&hovh=251&hovw=201&tx=126&ty=169&sig=114972200747063044881&page=3&tbnh=132&tbnw=106&ndsp=62&ved=1t:429,r:52,s:113,i:268
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=HORNET&start=49&hl=en&safe=active&biw=1920&bih=858&tbm=isch&tbnid=wLTZA_5RWjy82M:&imgrefurl=http://www.ampestcontrol.co.uk/hornetcontrol.htm&docid=TM4S6HMuJ2wLZM&imgurl=http://www.ampestcontrol.co.uk/images/hornet.jpg&w=250&h=250&ei=6JgWUL6aCYOc0QWO0YGoBQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=1525&vpy=407&dur=2356&hovh=200&hovw=200&tx=119&ty=137&sig=114972200747063044881&page=2&tbnh=128&tbnw=129&ndsp=60&ved=1t:429,r:38,s:49,i:30

